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Parted from Breff the third of 
March, 1685. onthe King’s Ship, 
called the Hawk, accompanied by 

one of His Ma jefties Frigats, named the 

| Maal’ ige, and that with fo favourable a 

B Wind, 















































2 A Voyage to Siam. 
“Wind, that in feven days we arrived 4; 
the Madera Mlands, we thus happiilf., 
paft on till we came'to four or five did, 
grees northward of the Equinodtiid., 
line. When we were: overtaken by’ i, 
calm, and fuffered extreme heats, bouf., 
which yet did not, much incommode mi. 
the wind beganagain.to blow, and wf,, 
paft the line three hundred and fifit}’ 
degrees five minutes of longitude, thiiq,, 
ty days after our fetting out. Wh. 
found the water here to be as freo} of 
and good, as if it had fprang from fon}. 
‘pleafant fountain, which made us negey 
Ject to ufe that.in our®Jarrs. Ac fiwe”™ 
degrees fouthward of the line we foum¢ 
the Winds very inconftant, but the” 
heats not troublefom, and I left noob ! 
off my winter garments in all this pail)” 
fage. The Winds, though variable: })* 
"yet carried us our courfe, fo that w¢" 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope thig * 
31ft of AdZay, to take in frefh water.” 
and other Provifions, although my oll¢‘ 
ftore was not exhaufted. We caft an | 
‘chor late at night, and found in thi” 
‘oad four Dutch Veflels, that cam‘ 
from Holland, and had on Board a Com} 4 
miffionerr} “: 























A Voyage to Siam. 3 
“jmiffioner, who was to order-affairs in 
“behalf of the Eaft India Company. 
iMonfieur St. Afartin Major General, a 
“French man, who has been in the Ditch 
Hervice this thirty years, was alfo in 
tone of thefe Veflels, intending for Ba- 
" {tavia, where his Employment lay. The 
“/Commiffioner General fent to comple- 
“tment me the firft day of my arrival; and 
“athe next morning his Nephew and Se- 
} Cretary, came to offer me whatfoever 
“Y might want. The Inhabitants of the 
ll Countrey brought prefents of Fruits 
"}and Cattle; and the Dutch Veffels fa- 
‘I luted our Ships after the accuftomed 
“| manner. 
‘The Dutch have here a {mall Fort, 
i“)and near an hundred Honfes about a 
 Mufquet fhot off it, which are well 
4 built, and in good order. The fituati- 
" on of this place is very pleafant, al- 
though bounded by a great Mountain, 


i) inhabited by an infinite number of Mon- 
i" kies, which oft come down into their 
i’ Gardens, and fpoil the Fruit. There 
" are alfo feveral Summer-houfes, two 
‘il three and four leagues off in the coun 
if} trey; and beyond this vaft Mountain 
we B 2 there 



















4 A Foyage to Siam. 
there is plain near ten Leagues longe} Wi 
where are feveral Houfes. well inhabiitix: 
fed; and which are every day increas} ) 
fing. “The Climate is mild enough J ils 
cheir Spring beginning in Ofober, ania 
ending-in December, their Summer Jatt 
fanuary. February and March, thei 
Autumn is in April, Afay, Fune., | 
their Winter in uly, Augufi, Septenssy 
ver, the heats would be very great: 
were they not moderated by genckd ji 
Gales. “The Dutch Eaft-India Compan ii) 
ny have here a moft pleafant Gardem} i. 
whofe great Walk is fourteen hundreed iy 
paces long, it is planted every. where 
thick with Citron Trees: This Garder 
is ordered into Apartments; in one 
of them you may fee Frui rees, andi 
the rareft Plants of Afiz, he other 
the moft. exquifite of Africa,..1n theel bh. 
third fuch as are choiceft in Europe ..4 } 
and tn the fourth fuch Fruits and Plant: 
as grow in America. This Garden is 
very well kept, and of good ufe to the 
Dutch, by a great quantity of.Herbs 
and Roots which it fapplies them with i, 
for the Refreihment of their Fleets ,,} «. 
when -they come hereto pafs to the 
Indies, 
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od Raties, rreturning to their own Coun- 
trey 
i found there a French Gardiner, 
wjwho had heretofore learnt his "Trade. 
dat the Gardens of Monfieur at St. Cloud. 
§ The Soil is very. good, and yields good 
y iftore of grain. A perfon, worthy Cre 
dit, has affured me he faw an hundred 
inf and fixty Ears of Corn on one ftalk. 
a] The Inhabitants of the Countrey have 
wid fair Countenances, but herein deceit- 
od full, for they are mere bruits;, they 
i 80 naked , excepting that part which 
| nfl t they cover with a nafty Skin of a bealt. 
dec till not the Ground, yet abound 
et 
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with Ca oie fuch as Cows, Hogs 
nd Sheep. They fcarce eat any of 
: eir chiefelt eye being Milk 
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hey make inSheep Skins. The 
root which hath the tafte of 
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6 A Voyage to Siam. 


watch and keep themfelves. They offi 
have wars with each other about their 
paltures. Are greatly annoyed with 
wild Beafts, there being more than aaj 
few Lions, Leopards, Tygers, Wolves, 
wild Dogs, Elephants, and other fa--| 
vage Creatures. All their Arms. aree 


a kind of poifoned Lance, to ftrikeel,., 
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thefe Beafts with. They have a kindi},, 
of Toyls wherewith they enclofe their ¥ 
Cattel at night: They trouble nott|,,’ 
themfelves much about Religion, yett|,;. 
obferve fome flight Ceremonies to the}, ; 
Full-moon, which do not fignifie much..|,_ 
Their Language feems difficult to bes}\’’ 


underftood. They have much game,, h 
as Pheafants, Partridges, three or four: f 


forts, Peacocks, Hares, Coneys, andi}, ; 
Deer in fuch abundance, that fome-i| “ 


times a Man fhall fee near twenty thou-:|,! 


fand together ina plain. Weate fome 


of thefe before mentioned, and found|| 


them admirable good. The Sheep are: 
here very large, of fourfcore pound 
weight commonly. Here are great 
quantity of Cows and Oxen. The Sea 


Mldt 


in this Bay is full of Fifh, which are of |“ 


good relifhy fome of them having the 


tafte 








A Voyage to Stam. ys 
Neafte of Salmon. This place abounds 
“with Sea-wolves, and when in our Shal- 
“lop we perceived an infinite number 
‘\Wcame tumbling by us, of which we 
iéould not kill one. Several wild Horfes 
“Mfcamper along the plains, which, if f 
‘“\miftake not, are inferiour to none in 
“other parts, both in ftrength, and beau- 
J ifull colours and fhapes; I brought’ 
Valong with me one of their Skins; 
‘lili they are hard to be maftered. This 
4 being fuch a good Countrey, the Hol- 
Wl Janders fend continually frefh people to 
"ilit, who make every feafon confidera- 
1 ble difcoveries. Some fay they have 
‘Mj found out Gold and Silver Mines, of 
ill) Which *tis not to be expected they 
iii) fhould fay much themfelves. ‘The wa- 

‘| ter is here very good, proceeding front 

feveral Springs, near Rivers which a- 
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it ound, as I alreacy noted, with Fifh. 


We parted from this Road the fe- 
wt! venth of Fane, wich fo favourable a 
iii] North Wind, and North North Weft, 
| that we foon got into the open Sea, 
ei! and that night fteered to Bantam: we 
il] endured vehement Rains, and met with 


| 


i) great Seas, till we reached the Ifles of 
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A Foyage to Siam. 
Madegafcar , which was om the feven- 
: Of Sune. On thefe Seas, you per--P 
ceive great quantity. of Birds, but, find} , 
therein no Fifh. . Till Fuly we encoun--| 
tred with boifterous Seas, and met with” 
variable Winds, which forced us forty, 


degrees fouthward, where we found a: m 


Weiltern Wind, with which we made: 
freat way. The twenty. fourth: the: 
Adaline Frigat was feparated: from. us: 
by bad weather, being driven to the; 
North, . The third of Augu/t we found! 
the Sea lefs troublefome, and the wea. 
ther more favourable,.and at break of: 
day difcovered an Ifland feven-or eight; |} 
leagues before.us, which fur prifed. us;,|° 
it not being defcribed. in our Charts de} 
is fituated ten degrees nineteen minutes 
of latitude Southward. This Ifle lies | 
convenient for the finding of the Ifle of 
fava, which cannot be diftant-from it 
above an. bundred and: fifty. Leagues, 
and fince we underf{teod.’tis called the 
Ifle of Afoney , being, ill fet: down-in 
our Maps, which place it near that of 
Java. his Ile lieswvery hagh; iwe 
coalted yet two days with a good gale, 
and on the fifth about.eight in the mor. 


ning. 
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| ning, we difcovered the Ife of java 
ave us much more Joy, and the 


. follow ing we found our felves 
the Princes H{le, a 
sis 


and that of 
which make the en- 


traits, The Ifle of the 
‘on the fide of Sumatray. 


and the Ifle of the Prince on the fide of 


Pov. hs By, 
fing 1 
what 


\A Vil nds and 
us in fen V10 
we gained in twelve hours, 
off in four, by 


four days between thefe 
Streams Oppo-. 
tanner, that 
we 
means of calms, which 


- 
olent a 


often happened Before we entred thi 
Strait, the Frigat whi ch loft us on a 
twenty four th of June, came up.to our 
hip fide by day,. before we knew who: 
fhe was... Phe thirteenth we left thefe: 
Ifands behind us, and.caft Anchor 
within a League ph ea There came 
on board us feveral perfons ia Iittle 


Boats. who brough vee 


Fruits, fuch as ¢ 


us the Countrey 
“oco’s,. the water which: 


is contained in them. being excellent: 
drink, ds-alfo Melons, Citrons, and fe- 


veral. otherlike 


refrefht our Men, 


which. much: 
| with the fa- 
TIZUEs: 


Prefe a3 


B 5 






























a a 






10 4 Voyage to Siam. 
tigues of the Sea, and over-run with 
the Scurvy. 

On the fixteenth in the morning we: | 
came to Bantam, where I found the A/a- 
line Frigat, which tarried for me two: 
days: Fhe Captain of it came and}; 
told me, that the Governour of the 
place would not give him entrance, 
but onely prefented him with fome 
Fowl and Fruits: whereupon I fent 
Mr. De Forbin, my Lieutenant, to com- 
pliment this Governour from me, and 
€ntreat him to grant me leave to land 
my fick Men, to take in frefh water, 
and other neceffaries. He returned 
anfwer, he was not the Mafter of Ban- 
am, and that there was a King of the 
place, who would not admit any ftran- 
ger to his Countrey.. The Hollanders: ' 
make ufe of this King’s Name, being 
unwilling that ftrange Veflels thould’ 
come amongft them, efpecially the Eu- 
Fopeans. Since they have fettled there, 
they have driven all other Nations out. 
Tis a great Town, and: well peopled’ 
by the Natives, before the Alollanders 
became Mafters of it, ’twas the chiefeft 
place of the Indies for Commerce, Deve 
ple 
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A Voyage to Siam. 1X 


il ple came there from Europe, Perfia y 

| China, Fapon, the Great Adogel’s Coun~ 
it] trey, and divers other parts, but now 
| the Hollanders have got all into their 


a) 


ally | 


ati{ 
iit 





Hands, which is of vaft advantage to 
them ; for this place may be compared 


| to what heretofore was Cales in Spain. 


As foon as I received the Governour’s 
An{wer, who yet told me, that if I 
would go to Batavia, 1 fhould find 
there a kind reception, 1 therefore 
weighed Anchor, and fet fail for that 
place, to which there’s but fifteer 
Leagues. I was three days before Lar- 
rived there; for having no Pilot that 
was acquainted with thofe parts, I fell 
on feveral Iflands, which caufed me to 
caft Anchor every night, and in the 
day time to move with {mall fail, foun- 
ding all places I went over; but Larri- 
ved on the thirteenth at night, where: 
affloon as I had caft Anchor, 1 fent my 
Lieutenant to the General, to comple- 
ment him, and to defire leave to bring). . 
my fick Men on fhoar, and take Inv ree 
frefhments. Hetook my Complement | 
in good part, and returned: anfwer, he 
would take care I fhould be fatisfied:. 1 
fent: 
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12 A Voyage to Siam. 
fent next Morning fixty five fick Men 


On fhoat,:.who- al} recovered ‘their 
healths in fe 
Batavia O 


which was'to defire me’ to come on 
fhoar, Offering ime hisown Houfe to 
lodge in, After necellary Thanks, J 
anfwetred, I wifhed my Orders would 
have permitted me that Liberty. ‘The 
General fent me 3 great Shalop, laden 
with all forts of Indian Fruits, Herbs, 
hew'Bread, twoOxen} two Sheép, ‘and 
thus continued for: feveiral days prefer 
ting us. On the twenty fecond lk lan: 

ed sicognito, and! viewed the Town in 
2 {mall Boat.’ Yis'like Vente, having 
Chanels which run through every ftreet, 
and planted. wich Beat 2 Preés! which 
yield an agreeable fhadey ts well te the 
Chanels as the Strects 3 ‘the Howfepare 
built as they arein Flolland’; there isa 
Citadel indifferently well fortified ; the 
Lown is enclofed: with Wall .--and 
Breat Ditch, but not decp. -The How 
fes round abdutitare extreme pleafant. 
being related 'to curious Gardens, and 


Fifh- 





wen daysothat: Iotarried at: 
M ‘the nineteenth’ ih. the | 
morning the General fent me a Comple:: } 
Ment by three Officers, the Samm off} 
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A Voyage to Siam. I 


Fifh ponds, wherein ‘are admi rable Fil 
of all-forts. “In this Han he Traders 
are €xeceding rich, and fpare no coft 
for their’ Delight, neither do they de- 
ny themfelve unlawfull {atisfaction 
with Women. J took the liberty my 
felf to entertain four or five of them 
at divers times, in my walks in the gar- 
dens their drefles are like the French. 
There isin Batavia about fifty sgl 
fome of which, are very ftately, their 
Horfes are none of the biggett, ‘but to. 
make amends, are in fo good plight, 
that they need no {pur. “This Town 
isa place’ of vaft Commerce, and its 
Riches are fo pitats that the Inhabi- 
tants need not be {paring of their Mo- 
ney , ‘tis well peopled, and the Dutch 
keep-a ftrong Garifon; they have there 
near ge thoufand Mooxs. who are 
Slaves:and feveral-of the Natives they 
Keep under their Obedience, w who live 
about the Town. The Ifle of fava. in 
which this City ts fituated, is very po- 
pulogs, contains two hundred Leagues 
in length; and forty in breadth; it has 
five Kings, over Whom the Aollanders 
dre Mafters; they are Mahometans. I 
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14 A Voyage to Siam. 


fent to the General for a Pilot for Stam, | iil 
mine having never been there; he lent 
me One who had failed there four times an 
for thefe civilities, I fent Mr. Forbin to |i 
thank him. 
On Sunday, being the twenty fixth 
of Auguft, at ead the Clock in the 
Morning, we fet fail, and fteered our 
courfe to pafs the Strait of Banca; we 
advanced that day ten Leagues with a 
imall Wind, and at nine at night I was 
told of a Sail that made towards my 
Veflel, whereupon I bid the Officer be 
prepared, when immediately I aw out 
of my Window this Ship coming up to 
us: we called out to know what fhe 
was, but could have-no anfwer, and || 
coming on the Deck, I found all our pn 
Men provided for her, and the Bolt- ‘|| i 
fprit of this Ship laid on crow my, | 
Stern, I caufed about twenty Mufquet 
Shot to be fired among her Men, which 
immediately made her clear her felf 
of us, and taking the advantage of the 
Wind, and clapping on all her Sails, 
we knew not what Nation the was of, 
for no body in the Ship_fpoke one 
word, and we obferved but few Men on 
board. 
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A Voyage to Siam. Is 


board her. I fuppofe herto have been 
fome Merchant Ship, guided by unskil- 
full hands; they did our Ship fome 
mifchief, but the damage was repaired 


|mext morning. 


On Tuefday, being the twenty eighth, 


j-] at night we difcovered the entrance of 
i the Strait of Banca, and on the twenty 
‘| ninth in the morning we entred there- 
w/in. Although we had a good Dutch 
| Pilot, yet we ran upon a muddy bank 
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of Sand, there being many of this kind 
in this Strait, and it being ufual for 
Veflels to meet with them without 
much hurt, therefore this did not much 
difturb us, for I caufed a fmall Anchor 
to be caft on the fide of Sumatra, and 
in lefs than two hours we got off clear 
from this Bank. We were three days 
pafling this Strait. The Ifle of Suma- 
tra is on the left, and contains two 
hundred and fifty Leagues in length, 
and about fifty in breadth. The Hot- 
landers have four or five Fortrefles here, 
its people are Mahometans, and under 
the Regiment of five or fix Kings. The 
Queen of Achem poflefles one of the lar- 
geft Countries, and governs with great 
Autho-: 
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not the Art of War. It lieg 
grees Southward of the Equinoétia! 
Line. . The Dutch have a Fo 
lide of the. Strait of Banea, {trengthe- 
ned with twenty four pieces of Canon : 
the Fort is built upon the River called 
Palembone, which runs fo violently into 
the Sea, that three or four months in 
the year, in rainy weather, the water 
of it, when in the Sea,. does yet keen. | 
its, frefhnefs. § 
Phe. Mle, of Banca. lay on the right. | 
hand of us, being about fourty Leagues | 
long: -The Dutch have a Fore there, | 
and 
















































A Foyage to Siam. 17 


land drive a confiderable, Trade with 
| the Natives of the Countrey 5 ‘tis faid 
j to. be a very good and fruitfull Coun- 
| trey, when [failed by the River of Pa- 


| 


| lembone, the Dutch were there lading 


“| two Veflels with Pepper. On the third 
of September we paft the Line again by 
“| the help. of good weather, the air be- - 
“| ing. temperate ,, and without exceilive 
+ Heats, fo that 1 ftill:wore my Cloth 
I") {nic till Lpaft.over| to the Coalts of 
\| Africa. We came before the Strait of 
| Malaca, which has four of five pafla- 
') ges. or entrances, but the Streams were 
| 
1 


a 


fo great, andrunningfometimes 4 gaint 

us, that we were forced: oft to cal An- 

chor; for when the Calm took.us, the 
') Streams forcibly carried usa great di- 
“1 ftance; but we left not this Coaft, by 
4) teafon of the Winds, which always 
(| blow'from the land, and preatly:hel- 
| ped usin. our courfe, 1 believe this 
‘| Countrey’s Air to be good, for we had 
many fick, who were all recovered by 


™, fe cc. : 2 an 
On the fifth we difcovered the Ifle 
Oy ¥. in | cian A} ih ly ole Lah: nF 
of Polimon, which is inhabited by AZa- 
j f : warn A = AAtl , A eh; 1¢ 
? | laifes, who are Mahometans: T his isa 
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15 A Voyage to Siam. 


plentifull Countrey, and obedient to a: }!’ 
Prince by whom ’tis governed. Ther} 
Queen of Achem has fome pretenfions to: | 


it, and for this effe& the fends thither 
every year fome Veflels; but this Prince 
being not willing to engage in a War 


againlt her, his people pay her Tribute. |! 


There came a {mall Boat to our Ship 
fide, which brought us fome Fith and 
Fruits. This ifle is diftant from the 
Continent about fix-Leagues, part of 
its Coafts was heretofore fubject to the 
King of Siam; but it has been fince 
fome years in the pofleftion of two or 
three Kings, one of which is the Kin 
Of Malais. This is a very unfociable 
Nation, and will enter into no Com- 
merce. 

From the fifth to the fifteenth we had 
but {mall Winds, and very variable, and 
Calms which caufed us oft to caft An- 
chor, as alfo by reafon of Streams which 
run along this Coaft. From the Strait 
Of Banca to Siam the Land is not wont 
tobeleft. 

The fame day we found our felves 
before Ligor, which is the chief place 
belonging to the King of Siam. The 
Hol- 
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A Voyage to Siam. Fg 


1»; Hollanders have a habitation there, and 
{liberty of Trade. °Tis hard to ex- 
nn) prefs the Joy which the Szamotfer whom 


we brought along with us had to fee 


{their own Countre y, andit cannot be 


better compared than to that which 
we felt at our return, . when God 
brought us fafe to Bref. Here died 
a young Gentleman having been ill 
five months witha bloudy Flux, whom 
the King fent to attend me in my 
Voyage, he was a Youth of great hopes, 
and Iwas much afflicted at the lofs of 
him. 

In fhort (thanks be to. God) on the 
twentyfourth we caft Anchor before 
the River of Siam. Our whole Ship's 
crew were in good health. I fent tothe 
Bithop of A4etellopolis Mr. le Vacher a 
Miffionary, who came with the A4an- 
darins into France, and whom! brought 
along with them, with charge to en- 
treat him to come to me that I might 
learn what had happened this eighteen 
months fince the King of Siam fent 
into France. 

On the twenty ninth the Bifhop 
came on board with the Abbat of 
Ltonne 
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" 
Lionne, who informed me of whatfoever- 


had paft, telling me that the King of 


Siam having heard at midnight of my: ive 


arrival by Mr. Conffance one of his 
Minifters, he fhewed great [oy, and 
Ordered him to go and advertife the 
Bilhop of it; and to difpatch two Afan- 
darins of the firft rank, who are in a 
Manner as the chief Gentlemen of the 
King’s Chamber arein France. to aflure 
me of the joy he conceived at my ar- 
rival. They came two days after on 
board me, whom I received in my 
Cabin; the Bifhop fitting by me, -and 
they and others fitting down on Carpets 
Jaid on the floor, it being the cuftome 
of the Country to fit in that manner, 
there being no perfon but the King 


<7 | ite htoher 
VO fits higher, 
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They told me the Kine their Mafter 
Ar a ave c } “hy ie » }, 
had commanded them to fhew me the 
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tov he had ar mMy*arrival. andat the 
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News of our King’s 
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Loo 1O¢ And wNern We Alinta 
all his Enemies, and become abfolute 
th } 
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having vanquilhed 

NAAT Bes “ee > Having da 

Malter of his Kingdom, Having de- 
re | } t r Bae 

noted to them how much J 

my felf beholden to the 
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Maffer, and anfwered 
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tirfered touching our Prince, I told them 
ot was extremely fatisfied with? the 
in\Governorof Bancok, for his reception 

£ thofe I fent him. as al os with the 
i. ntshehadmade me. They reply- 
ied «| 





? 


1€ had lone onely his duty, feeing 
France t he King their Matter’s Envoys 
d been fo oe received , ‘atic that 
ited this good ufage by 
co between 
iam and of France. 
g oined he em with the honours 
civilities ufual in fuch like occafions 
hefe Countries, I prefented them 
1 Yea and Comfits. Thefe two 
et ins were well fhap’d Men, of 
" ut 25 years of Age, re Apparelled 
‘0 ater sein mode, -bein op e headed, 
shout Shoes or Stoc cking wearing 
kind of long Scarf in to their 
ynees and coming between their Legs 
as 
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ed 
os 
or 
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faftned behind. This: Scarf ‘was 
nl | fp ainted linen ne atly dion C, and em- 
ye proidred at the edges; from eb waite 
heres, they had nothing but-a kind 
{ Muffin waftcoat | whi ch they let 
: hang over this Scarf, the fleeves being 
homewnat large, but not long. They 
| remain- 
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remained about an ‘houron board ow eh 
Veflel, and I faluted them with nim t 
pleces of Canon at their departure. |! 
On the ninth of Oéfober Mr. Conftanceeh" 
the King of Siam’s Minifter | latelly™ 
mentioned, and who though a ftrangen}! 
has obtained by his merit the chicep!l 
place in the King’s favour, fent tid! 
Complement me by his Secretary whig!! 
was an honeft man, and offered me fromp!! 
himfelf fuch a great prefent of Fruits} 
befides Oxen, Hoggs, Pullets, Duck a 
and fuch like things, that all the Ship 
crew were fed with them for four days u 
together. Thefe refrefhments areti 
gratefull when a man has been feventtl 
or eight months at Sea. 
On the eighth the Bifhop of Azetel/4° 
lopolis who had returned to the chie-#ui 
City of Siam, came on board us agallil 
with two Mandarin’s to enquire aig! 
from the King after my Health, ancdli 
to inform me how impatiently he toolif! 
my delays of feeing him, entreating®! 
me to haften on fhore. I returned theii: Oi 
Complement, and told them I fhoulcd lt 
foon be there. I gave thefe Atandai4 hi 
vsns the fame Entertainment I gave thei 
firftt 
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\qjfirft, faluting them alfo at their depar- 
jgtuce with nine pieces of Canon. About 
i, two Of the Clock the fame day I went 
gg it my Shalop, and thofe of my At- 
‘tendance into Boats which the King had 
»ffent , being arrived at night-in the 
_JRiver, 1 found five Barges, one for my 
‘Ielé which was a very magnificent one, 
.and, the four others for the Gentlemen 
siqhWhich accompanied me, with feveral 
‘»@others to carry the reft of my Retinue 
gand Goods. Two Afandarins came 
and Complemented me from the King. 
.,@L-could-not reach that night the place 
_ adefigned for my Reception, which 
;,gOdliged me to pafs out of the Barge 
finto the Aaline Frigat, which had 
,wentred the River two days before, on » 
Aboard of which I lay all night. 
vq he fame Evening a perfon whom 
. al had fent to Siam to buy fuch Pro- 
" vifions as we needed, came and told 
‘ame that Mr. Conftance had delivered to 
.ghim from the King eleven Barks full 
got Oxen, ; Sheep, Calves, Ducks, Pul- 
jjiets and Strong-water made with 
",JRice, together with a Requeft that I 
“would not {pare to ask for what we 
1 wanted 
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wanted, for:we fhould be fupplyedy, 
albthe time we) tarryed in’ the Kinggg,, 


dom,! at his Majefty’s: charge. 
On theninth'there came two AZaifiy 
darins tomy Barge from the'King, whhg,., 
toldme they came for my orders, am§,y 
I parted from ‘this place about feven' iif, 
che morning. ‘Having ‘went about fiwp,, 
leagues, I -came to a‘houfe buile cog ; 
purpofe for my entertainment, ‘when 
two Mindarins, and the Governouuh, 
of Bancok, and Pepely with feveral other, 
were ready to receive me. This Homi, 
was made with Bamboos,' and coverecg,, 
with neat Matts. All the Furniture «,, 
it was new; it contained feverca.,' 
Chambers hung with fine painted linet 
the Floor of my Room was coveree§,, 
with Tapftry, the Chairs were curiowif,. 
ly wrought and gilt, as alfothe Tables, 
to, {peak nothmg ‘ofthe neatnefs «ap 
the’ Bed); ‘I was here ferved ‘with choice 
Meats and delicate Fruits. I left thi), 
place after Dinner, and all the AZanmy, 
darins followed me... L‘went to Banconlhy 
which is the chief place the ‘King'«q)’ 
Siam has on this River, diftant abong, 


twelve leagues from the Sea. I foumd,,' 


herr} 
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‘here an ioe Veflel, which faluted 
‘hme with his Cannon, which were an- 

the Forts which defend 
dsoth fides of the River ; fi Forts 

1"4are regular enough, and well furnifhed 

with Guns. I lodged in a Houfe well 

‘built and furnifht, where I was treated 
after the fafhion of the Countrey. 














t 
a The next Morning I parted at eight of 
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the clock attended by all the ALzndarias 
‘and Governours who. were come to 
Macomplement me. At my departure I 
viliwas alfo faluted by the Cannon, and 
arrived at Noon in a Houfe built on 
i ypurpofe for me, and as welt furnifhe 
He the former. "There was near ad- 
Moyning two Fortreffles witich faluted 
wme with all their Guns, and two AZun- 
sihdarins more came to receive me. J 
vilvas very well ferved ar Dinner; | and 
il parted here at three a Hi and 
(on bic Governour of Bancok took his 
ft ile eave of me to return to his charge. 
felolding On my courfe | came to two 
enn the one Engi and the other 
Durch lying at anchor, who. alfo dif- 
«(bok Tac arged all their Ca nnon, and I arrived 
rf ere on at nightata convenient Houfe 
fur- 
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furnified after the fame manner as the: |) 
preceding ones, where I was received! },. 
and treated by other AZandarins. |, 

The eleventh in the morning I par-- } 
ted thence, and went and dined im)};,, 
another Houfe, and. at night I lay andl}, 
was treated as before. F 

Onthe twelfth Tlodged two Leagues}, 
off of Siam, where I was again recei--}.,, 
ved by two Mandarins. The. princi--}y, 
pal Merchants of the Engli/h and Dutcbi};, 
Companies came to complement my/}, 
arrival in thofe parts, and as to thee}; 
French they attended me all the way..},, 
Here I remained till I made my en--}), 
trance. p 

The River of Siam called AZenon iss}, 
very large and commodious , beings}, 
adorned all along the-fides of it withi},’ 
pleafant Trees; but three or four; |) 
months in the Year all thefe places}, 
are overflowed with water, and there--}.° 
fore all the Houfes are built on a kind!| 
of fledges, and made all of Bamboos:.) .' 
This wood ferves the Siamoifes botth 
for the foundations and tops of thelist}. 
honfes, and for infinite purpofes be} 
fides, making ufe of ic as we deo} 
Flints i 
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“" Flints and Steels, for they need onely 
"| take a little of this wood on a heap, 


| 


jand rub it together, and it prefently 


llights. All the people of thefe parts 
“have little Boats to pafs from one 
‘)houfe to another for what they want. 
|Here are feen none but Women to 
‘!iwork, the Men being for the moft part 
employed in the Kings fervice, whofe 
Slaves they are. 1 had the fame honours 
™\fhewed me, asto the King when he is 
il/wont to pafs on the River. I could 
fee no body in the houfes, all people 
‘M'iwere in Barges, or on the fide of the 
“River, lying flat on their Bellies, and 
{their hands joyned againft their fore- 
w heads. They reverence in fuch a 
“Gjmanner their Prince, that they dare 
"mot lift up their eyes to look on‘ him. 
MT obferved that the houfes where | 
wilodged were painted with red, that I 
might be treated as his own perfon, 
ill there being onely the Royal Houfes 
w10f that colour. 
J) All the Afandarins which came to 
receive me on the River, ftill accom- 
‘panied me. . The Princes alfo vifited 
ime, They have all convenient Barges, 
i C2 in 
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in-the middle of which thereisa kind 


of Throne whereon they fit, and they 
ufually go but one in a Barge, on both 


fides of them are their Arms, as Scimi-- }, 
tars, Swordsand Darts, and even Forks.. 


They are all cloathed in the manner 


Talready mentioned. A Portuguefe:}, 
whom the King had made Generall},, 


of the Troops in Bancok continually 
accompanied me, and gave orders for 


all things. J was attended with near: }, 


fifty or fixty Barges, fome of which 
were fifty, fixty, feventy and eighty 
foot long, having Oars from twenty 


to an hundred. They, row not after 

our manner, they fit two on each bench,, | 
one or one fide and another on the}, 
other, their Faces turned on that fide: 
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where they go, and have a Scul whichi], 


they call Pagais, being about four foort}," 
long, with which they take a world! 


of pains, being contented with fod 


Rice, and if they havea piece of Fifh,, 


they believe they Dine fumptuoufly. 


They eat of a Leaf which they calll}™ 


Betel, which is like Ivy, anda kind off} * 
Corn which they call Arrek, puttungs} 


Lime thereon, and this givesit a tafte. 
: They 


a 


. 
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| They eat the Tobacco growing in 


| their Countrey, which is very ftrong, 





—= = == = <— < or =, <= : = 

> = ~4 = 3 = > x -= > = Mat SS 

= rr ra — a = < - = =— eo =) ~——= — rs a eet £ 
eT ne a iene at a a _ siete = — = ms 








| all which blackens their Teeth, which 
‘| they efteem the handfomeft. A man 
| May live after this rate for fifteen 
“| pence a month for they ufually drink 
“| nothing but water. They have akind 
| Of Agua vite, which they call Rack, 
made with Rice. When I came to a 
Houfe which was intended for me, 
ail the A¢andarins that accompanied tne 
made a lane for me to pafs through to 
my Chamber door. 

On the thirteenth I fent word to 
the King by the A@andarins that were 
with me, that I had been informed of 
the manner wherewith they were wont 
to receive Ambafladors, and it being 
very different from that of France, 
I entreated him to fend me fomebody 
to inftruct me about my entrance. 

On the fourteenth he fent metheSieur- 
Conftance, with whom! had a long con- 
verfation, the Bifhop of ALtropolis 
being our Interpreter. We had a tedi- 
ous difpute, and J would bate nothing of 
the mode of receiving Ambaffadors in 
France, which at length he granted me: 

err On. 
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Onthe fifteenth theTunguinoifes camec} 
| to complement me on my arrival. | 
| The fixteenth the Cochinchinozfes didi} . 
| the fame. | 

Thefeventeenth Mr. Conftance came} 4; 
to me, and brought with him four}: 
ftately Barges to carry the Prefentss 
which his Majefty fentto the King of 








I ip 
bi, 
Siam. Andon the fame day the King} ), 
gave order to all the Indian Nationss} », 
that refide at Siam, to congratulates}, 
my arrival, and. to pay me all the} ,, 
efpect which is due to the characterr} 

A | of an Ambaflador to fo great,a King..}, 
if | They came to me at fix .at night,,|), 
Vi each of them habited after their ewn| , 
manner, there were of forty different: } ,, 
Nations, and each of them of King--},, 
domsindependent one of another, andl} ;, 
that which feemed moft remarkable,, |, 
was that among the reft there was the} |, 
fon of a King who was.driven out of}, 
his Countrey, and taking Siam for ' 


id 
! 

4) 
rhe 
{ 


nA 


his. refuge, entreated afliftance toward |} » 
his re-eftablifhment, their drefles were 
the fame as the Siemotfes, fome ha- 
ving Lurbants, others Armenian Bon- |, 
nets, and others bare-headed, like the }, 
com- | 
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common Siamoifes , perfons of quality 
having Bonnets of the fame fafhion of 
our Dragoons, made of white Muflin 
which tye under their Chins with a 
ftring, being all of them barefooted. 
The King made Mr. Conftance tell 
me, that he would give me Audience 
the next morning, being the eighteenth. 
I fet out at feven of the clock in the 
morning in the manner which I fhall 
relate, having firft recited the honour 
wherewith the King of Siam received: 
the King of Frances Letter. °TYistrue 
he is wont to receive with refpect the 
Letters delivered him by Ambafladors 
of foreign Potentates, but he would 
give a diftinct honour to that of our 
great Monarch. There came forty ofthe 
chiefelt Mandarinsin the Court, two of 
which were Oya, which is to fay Dukes, 
who told me that all the Barges were: 
ready to receive his Majefty’s ‘Letter, 
and carry my felf to the Palace. 
The Letter was in my Chamber in 
a golden Cabinet, the Adandarins ha- 
ving entred. proftrared themfelves , 
their hands clofed and adjoyning to 
their foreheads, and their faces to- 
C4 wards 
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ert 


wards the ground, and faluted in thiss| 
pofture the King’ ; Letter for three: 
I being feated on ai} 
r the Letter, received this: 


times together. 
‘Throne nea 
honour, which was never paid to any 
but his Majelty of France , which Ce- 


ax 
qn 


ter with the golden’ Cabinet, and ha- 


ving carried it feven or eight Paces, 


{ gave,it to the Abbat of Choify , 
who came from France with me. 
walke at my right hand a little behind, 

and carried it to the water fide, 
where I found a curious Barge, fump: 
tuoufly gilded, in which were two 

Mandarins of the chief rank.” 1 took 
the Letter from Mr. Choify, and ha- 
ving carried it into the Barge with 
me, I put it into the hands of thefe 
Mandarins, who laid it ona ftately 
taifed Table gilt; 1 entred into ano- 
ther, a very magnificent one, which 
followed immediately that wherein 
was the Letter of his Majefty. Two 
others alfoas ftately as mine, in which 
were Aandarins, rowed on either fide 
of that where the Letter was. Mine, 
as I now faid, followed after Mr. Choi fy, 
the 






remony deing ended, I took the Lete-. 


He: 
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‘|}the Abbat was in another Barge next 
» 7 tO mine, and the Gentlemen which 
iid accompanied me, and others of my-re- i 
, tinue in other Barges: Thofe of ‘the 4 
Great Adandarins likewife were -very 
, fine, and were on head: of us. There 
',, hWere about twelve gilt Barges, and near 
{two hundred others that followed us, 
+The King’s Letter, the two Barges that 
,,pattended it, and mine,’ were in the mid- 
‘dle. All the Nations at Siam were ate 
tending; and the whole River, although 
“livery large, was covered with Barges. 
"\We moved after thisirate to the T own, 
}whofe Gannons were diftharged; whic h 
| never was done to any other Ambafl2- 
(dour, all the Ships faluted me likewife, 
Jand at landing, lfound a gréat golden 
" IChariot, which rag ie King 1 rode in. 
"PT took His Maje 7s Letter, and laid 
it into this Charior, which was drawn 
iby -Horfes ‘led’ by °“Men.;2-P afterwards 
“went into'a glorious Chair, which was i. 
' sarried by. ten Menon their Shoulders; 
ithe aie of Choi fy was alfo: in a i 
“(nother , butiofodefs finery; the Gen- i" 
: /tlemen and Adaudarinsimhich atcoin pa- . 
(ned me, .Wetelon ‘Horfeback:, allt thre BS 
Ng a. § {eyera: | 
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{everal Nations which dwell at Siazs:| 
walking on foot behind; the Proceffioni| 
Was in this wife to the Caftle, where:} y, 
I found the Souldiers, who were drawat| j, 
up on each fide-of the Street, having} ), 
Head-pieces gilt with Gold, red Shirtss} jy 
on, and a kind of Scarf of painted cloth,, |», 
which ferved them for Breeches, butt} 5, 
having neither Shoes nor Stockings ::| y, 
Some of them were armed with Muf--|.,, 
quets, others with Lances, others withi| ,, 
Bows and Arrows, and laftly, fome:},, 
with Pikes. | ' 
There wanted not mufical Inftru--}, 
ments, as Trumpets, Drums, Tim--}, 
brels, Pipes, little Bells and Horns,,}, 
which Mufick made a pleafant noife;;| ,, 
and thus marched we the length of ai}, 
Sreat Street, through an infinite num--|, 
ber of People. We came at length tos} ;, 
a great open place, in which ftood the;} , 
King’s Palace, where were ranged oni}, 
each fide Elephants of War: We af--}.. 
terwards entred into the firft Court off}; 
the Palace, whereI faw about two thou--| ; 
fand Souldiers in a pofture of fitting,,| | 
with the Butt-end.of their Mufquets to} ,, 
the ground ftanding upright, they were:} ,’ 
placed!} ” 
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‘| placed fix ina rank, ina direé line: 


4 


Ul There were on the left feveral armed 


Mi Elephants, ready for War. We after-.. 


i} wards faw an hundred Men on Horfe- 


Ml back, naked, and clothed after the Moo- 


(N yifh Fafhion, having a Laitce in theik 
‘Mi Hands; all the Souldiers were accou- 
iM tred as 1 already mentioned; in this 
i'M place thofe of foreign Nations left me,.. 
Mil excepting fome Gentlemen who accom- 
i panied me all the way. f paft into two 
ii -ocher Courts which were garrifoned af- 


i ter the fame manner, and | entred in- 
‘| to another, ‘where was a great number 
M of Afandarins, all of them proftrate on 

iii] the ground; here were fix Horfes held, 


iif each of them by two A4andarins, they 


| were well harneft, all their Trappings 
ih! Deing of Gold and Silver, covered with 
hi] Pearis, Rubiesand Diamonds, fo thick 

| that a Man could fcarce fee the leather ;, 


(vl) their Stirrups and Saddles were of Gold 
if and Silver, and the Horfes had golden 


tH] Rings on their Feet; there were alfo 
i] feveral Elephants harnefled in the fame: 
manner the’ Coach Horfes were. The 
Gentlemen entred into the Hall of Au- 
dieuce, and placed themfelyes before 

the 
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the King came into his Throne, and 
when he was there attended. with 
Mt. Conftans, du Barcalon, and the Ab-. 
bat of Choi/y, who carried the King’ss} 


Letter, I was furprifed to fee him om| 
a higher Throne, for Mr. Conftans hadi] 
agreed with me, that the King fhould! 
be ofa Throne no higher than where: 
I might give my Letter with my own 
hand, without {training my felf; then 
{ told the Abbat de Choify, the pro-. 
mife they made me was forgotten, but: 
that I would not give the King my; 
Letter in this manner; :the golden Ga-. 
binet wherein ’twas put had a great: 
Handle, three foot long ; twas imagi-. 





ned I would take hold on it, thus to raife 


| 
| 


h | 


it to the King’s Throne, but Iwas refol-. fi, 
ved to prefent His Majefty’s Letter to I 


the King in a befitting manner: Being 


then’ come to the Door, I faluted the | 


King, the like I did alfo in the mid 
Way, and when I was near the place 


where I was “to fit; having uttered | 


two words of my Harangue, I put. my 


Flat on, and fate down, and continued 
my Difcourfe in thefe Terms, 


AN 
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AN 


HARANGUE 


eC) ce ee 


iIKING of SIAM. 


SIR. 


H F King, my Mafter, whois now 
‘¢ {> famous in, the World; by 
his great Victories , and the Peace 
he has often granted his Enemies at 
the head of his Armies, has com- 
manded me to come to Your Maje- 
fty, to affure you of the particular 
Efteem he has for you. 
“* He knows, Sir, Your princely 
Qualities, the Wifedom of your Go- 
vernment, the Magnificence of your 
Court, the Grandeur of your States, 
and efpecially the Goodwill You bear 
His Perfon, demonftrated » by - ‘the 
continual Favour and Protection You 
fhew His Subjects, efpecially to. the 
** reli- 
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““ religious Emiffaries who are God’ss}’ 
** Ambafladors. ' 
( “" He experiences fo many marks off} ’ 
116 ‘* kindnefs from you, as makes him}! 
| ** ready to offer the moft fuitable re--| | 
“" turns, to keep acontinual correfpon—| 
** dence with you, to entertain and en--} | 
“ creafe a Commerce with Your Sub--|’' 
“* jects, but efpecially to begin an Uniom|’ 
‘* between the two Crowns, which willl} 
** be the more famous to pofterity, by7} 
“* Your Countrey’s lying fo diftant:}’ 
“ from His, by the vaft Seas which {e--}': 
‘“* parate them, 

~ But nothing will fo much keep) |’. 
“¢ Him in this refolution, and more:|' 
** unite Him to You, than to live to-. | 
* gether in the fame Opinions and |} 
“ Belief. : 

“* And this is, Sir, what the King 
“° my Mafter, who is fo wife and en-. 
“¢ jightened.2 Prince, and who has ne- 
‘ver failed in his Advice to the Kings |) 
his Allies, has efpecially enjoined me | 
‘* to recommend to You. 

** He conjures you, as one of his fin- 
** cereft Friends, and by the Intereft |‘ 
“* which he has in your Wellfare, to |! 

“cone | 
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confider that this fupreme Majefty 
with which You are endued on earth, 
can come onely from the true God, 
that is to fay, from a Being Almigh- 
ty, Eternal and Incomprehenfible , 
fuch as the Chriftians acknowledge, 
by whom alone Kings do reign, and 
who fubdueth the-People that are un- 
der them: Submit Your Greatnefs to 
this God, who governs Heaven and 
Earth 3 this is what’s far more rea- 
fonable than to adore Idols, fo cu- 
ftomary in this Countrey, of whofe 
infignificancy Your Majefty’s Great 
Judgment cannot chufe but be fenfi- 
ble. 

“© But Your Majefty will more clear- 
ly perceive this, if You would be 
pleafed to hear the Miflionaries who 
are ready. to ferve You. 

“* The beft news., Sir. I can carry 
home tothe King my Matter, is, that 
Your Majefty being convinced of the 
reality of what I fay,:has made far- 
ther enquiries into the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and given Your Name up to 


“it; andwhat Honour will this bring 
"to. You,, Sir, what Aflurance will it 


give 
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“give to Your Eftates; and what 
“* Happinefs will it lead You to at 
* the laft? 


‘This Harangue was interpreted by 
Monr. Conjtans, I afterwards told His 


| Majefty , that the King my Mafter 


hadegiven*me. the ‘Abbat de’ Choi/y, 
and:-thofe .twelvé Gentlemen for my 
Company, whom I: prefented to him. 


I took the Letter from the*’Hands of’ 


the Abbat ‘de Choz/y , and -carried it in 
the defign -of. prefenting it, no other- 
wife than I-before mentioned, Mr. Con- 


ftans, ‘who accompanied me, crawling 


and jumping on his Hands and.Feet, 
called out to me, and making Signs | 
fhould ftretch out my ‘Arm as well as 


the King, I made as if I underftood not | 


what was toldme,: when the King, fmi- 
ling, arofe, and ftooped. down to take 
the Letter outiof the Cabinet, and that 
in‘fuch a-manner as one might fee his 
whole:Body-' afloon ashe had’taken it, 
Imade my Obeifance, and retired toimy 
Seat.; Vhe-King enquired of theHealch 


of His Majefty,: andall the Royal Fami* 


ly, and whether the!King had: mddeany 
Con- 
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.Ponquett of late, I told him he had 
4 a ained Luxembourg , an impregnable 
place, and the moft confiderable the 
Spaniards heldin that Countrey, which 
\,fnut up the Frontiers of France , and 
4,ppened a way to thofe who might be- 
i,@O0me his Enemies, and that he had late- 
, agreed to a Peace with all Fxz- 
Hope, when at the Head of his Armies. 
.,@ he King replied, he was glad of our 
“King s Victories, and the Peace he en- 
..pyed 5 he added he had fent Ambafla- 
| hours to France, who embarked at Ban- 
jam, in the Rifing Sun, that he would 
eek all ways to give “the King fatif- 
“faction in every thing I offered him: 
(he Bifhop of AZereHopolis was prefent, 
- Who interpreted feveral Queftions the 
“King made me. This Monarch had a 
“Prown enriched with Diamonds, fa- 
tened on a Cap, which ftood up above 
‘the Crown like almoft to our Dragoons, 
"his Vet was of a very rich flowered 
"tuff, wrought with Gold,.and embroi- 
I Jer’d, at the Neck and Sleeves with Dia- 
il (Monds, which lookt Jike a kind of Col- 
far and Bracelets. He had.a great many 
Diamond Rings on his fingers; I can- 
not 
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not fay what kind of Shoes or Stockirnl! 
he had on, having onely in this Audiip# 
ence feen halfhis Body. He had fousrfii! 
{core Mandarins in his Parlor, where: ii 
was, all proftrate on the ground, am@ 
who never left this pofture all thiipi 
while. q 
The King is about fifty five years copilll 
age, well fhaped, fomewhat tanneedid' 
as all of thofe Countreys are, havim@*i 
a chearfull countenance ; his inclinattijjit 
Ons are Royal, he is couragious, a grezafiil 
Politician, governing alone, magniffifii 
cent, liberal, a Lover of Arts, in eur 
word, a Prince, who by his Wit heagti) 
freed vhimfelf from diverfe Cuftomeepin 
which he found in his Kingdom, boorfi(i 
rowing of ftrange Countreys, and effpoobist 
cially of Evrope, whatfoever he thoug Fh 
might moft contribute to the Honovefllis 
and Happinefs of his Reign. Bi 
Dhele Mandarins, whom I now merhfi i 
tioned, had neither Shoes nor Bee 
atric 
a 





kins, and were apparelled like thofe 
have heretofore {poke of , with Capséfity 
like the King’s, and each of them had 
Box. wherein he put his Betel, -Arreck 
and Tobacco. By thefe Boxes a’ Ma 
mai} 
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way diftinguifh their Qualities and 
me ares fome di ffering from others. Af- 
yer the King had difcourfed with me an 
hour, he fhat his Window, and I reti- 
ded. The place of Audience was about 
ijwelve or fifteen fteps high, °twas fine- 
ly painted within with flowers of Gold, 
sqrom the top to thebottom, the Floor 
was covered with rich Tapeftry ; at 
wife end of this Parlor there were two 
jabair of large Stairs on each hand, which 
omed:into the Chamber where the King 
sil? S, in the middle of thefe two pair of 
ifsaits are Windows to which you muft 
»\g@ up fome fteps, before which there 
were three great Umbrella’s, they were 
if Cloth of Gold, and their Sticks 
(painted. with Gold, one was in the 
| “hiddle of the Window , and the two 
“thers on both fides, cis through this 
Window we faw the King’s Throne, 
aad through which he gave me Audi- 
ance. Mr. Conftans carried me after- 
wards to view the reft of the Palace, 
where I faw the white yin who 
ate and drank out of Gold, I faw alfo 
,athers, very fine ones, after which | 
feturned to my Lod: sing in the fame 
Pomp 
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Pomp wherein I came, which Houfe wi 

well enough, and all my retinue weeg. 

well accommodated init. I was infoog, 
med that Mr. Conftans had given ordi |. 
from the King to all the AZandarins 
foreign Nations that dwell in his Kimg,_ 
dom, to come to thefe Lodgings ai}. 
being there he told them the King wr. 
minded they fhould fee’ in what diltim§” 
manner he treated the Ambafladowg, 
of France, and thofe of other Natior} 
This diftinction being due-to the Kim}, 
of France, a moft mighty Monarch, at) 

who knew to requite the Civilitiig’ 
fhewed him, Thefe “atandarins werw 
aftonifhed, ‘and anfwered, they had n i 
ver {een an Ambafladour from’ Franeq 
and were perfuaded that the fingular mq" 
ception which the King gave him wv4- 
due to the Character of fo great: ["! 
Prince, feeing his Victories have Jor} ‘' 
fince been known to the remoteft panq® 
of the World; and therefore they wert} 
not furprifed at the King’s diftinction}™ 
At the fame time Mr. Conftans orderech. 
them from the King to come and cori.” 
plement me. y 
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| The fame day at night Mr. Conftans 
ine again to fee me, and then we 
ad a longer converfation. There were 
my Lodgings a great number of 
Wandarins and Siamoifes as a guard, 
nd to furnifh us what things we needed, 
the King’s charge. 
{ On the ninteenth there came a great 
jJany Mandarins to attend me , aan 
mS Conftans with a -Prefent of Frui 
jd 1g that Countreys Sweet-jneats. 
The fame day the Bil Hop | of Metello- 
3  blis was fent for by the King to inter- 
ret his Majefty’s Letter. 
On the-twenty fecond the King 
“Ent. me feveral pieces of ftrip’d Satin, 
_ porning Gowns of Japon, and a fet 
‘FGold buttons, and to-the Gentle- 
fen which accompanied me fome ftuffs 
le Gold and Silver, Indian-work ; 
. be King s cuftome | being to prefent at 
e’s arrival Stuffs wherewith to make 
‘tloaths after the fafhion of the Coun- 
ey: Butasformy part Imadeno new 
dicate and there were onely the 
Mentlemen of my train, who did it: 
kt night being accompanied by the 
juhop,. I went to give ‘a vifit to 
fe Con, ae On 
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On the twenty fourth the King fenpi 
me word he would give me Audienc: # 
the next morning: hi 
On the twenty fifth I came to thi! 
Palace with all my, Train togethesp, 
with the Bifhop, the King gave me : :: H 
particular Audience, wherein he tolid 
me many things, of which I gave all 
account to his Majefty. I Dined iim 
the Palace Garden under great Treesspil 
and I was ferved with feveral Difhee ‘f 
of Meat and Fruits; the chief AZandasl 
rins, asthe great Treafurer, the ra Hat 
tains of the King’s Guards, and others 
attended us; this Treat held three on i 
four hours, and there was in the Garr4lti 
den a Pond, in which there were: :@k 
great many*rare Fifh, and amongfiin: 
others there wasone which reprefentec#li 1 
the countenance of a man. a 
On the twenty ninth I went to givrdtl 
a vifit to the Barcalon, who is the King, #4: 
chief Minifter, who feemed to me to bigity 
a man of fenfe, the Bifhop accompa: a 
nied me, and was Interpreter to us both}! 
On the thirtieth I went to the Palac:¢ 
to fee the Pagod, or the King of Siam’’§! 
domeftick Temple, there was-then iiq! |) 
th 
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i(ne Court of the Palace a Combat, or to 
wpeak better, an Elephant fight, for 

ne Elephants were tyed by the two 
)gind feet, on each of them rode two 
yen, who held in their hands a crook 
edith which they governed them, as 
.ilorfes are managed by a bridle, they 
»@ruck them feveral times to animate 
4ynem, and the Elephants had fought 
ravell no qaeftion, had they had liberty, 
dhey onely gave one another blows 
jyith their teeth and trunks, the King 
“was there prefent, but I did not fee 
.@im : We paft through this Court into 
»everal others , and afterwards came 
Into the Paged, the Portal appeared 
qo be ancient and well wrought, the 
whole building indifferent handfome, 
‘nd of the form of our Churches in 

Europe, we faw feveral Statues of Brafs 
Bilt which feemed to offer facrifices 
40 a great Idol all of Gold, about 
forty foot high, on the fide of which 
“idol, there were feveral other {mall 
‘jpnes , fome of which being alfo of 
daold, had lighted Lamps faftned 
“ynto them, fromthe top to the bottom 
“pt them, At the end of this Pagod, 
| there 
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there is another great Idol on a ftatell?! 
Tombeftone : IL afterwards went into <a 
nother Pagsd adjoyning to the firff 

and I paft under into a Vault-like jit 
Cloifter, where there were Idols api 

each hand gilded, who had each copii 


them a Lamp burning before themp !! 


which the Zalapoins , which are thigh 
Priefts of Siam, do light every nig poli 
In this Pagod was the Tomb of thigii 
deceafed Queen who died about fou 


or five years fince, ’tis magnificernglt 


enough, and behind this Tomb, we 
another of this prefent King’s Prede 
ceflor’s, reprefented by a great Statu 
lying on one fide and dreft as King 
are wont to be in days of Ceremony 
this Statue is about twenty five foo 


r 


long, “twas of Brafs gilt; I went fat 


ther into other places where therp@tie 


were a great many of thefe Statuesspiy 
both of Gold and Silver: feveral haug! 
rich Dimond Rings and Rubies on theiift; 
fingers; I never faw fo many Imageg a) 
and fo much Gold. 
I afterwards went to fee the Ele 
phants, there is a great number of! 
them, and who are of a prodigioui$y 
© 11Z€ 
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ze. I faw_a piece of Cannon, caft 


gt Siam, of eighteen. foot-long, and 


S- 


ayy | 


What would carry bullets of three han- 


i : é te . Pa 
fired pound weight, there is a great 


many Cannons which they make them- 


\delves in this Kingdom. 


The thirty firft was a day of rejoy- 
iting for the King of Portugal's coming 


| 
ko the Crown, which was folemnifed 


{ 


(py the letting off the great Guns and 


wfeveral fhews of Fire-works from on 


iafboard the Portugal Veilels. 


ni 
| 


wdiNovember, Mr. Conjtans invited me toa 


The next morning being the firft of 


great Feaft, which was made asa farther 
,continuation of the former Solemnity, 
ft Which I went, and all the Europeans 
ijin the Town, the Guns ceafed not 


iafcom firing all that day: after Dinner 


| 


\athere was’ a Comedy, the Chianoifes 
«a began the Poftures, there were Stamoz- 


NU! 
Woe 


afes in it, but I knew not what they 


wafaid, their geftures feemed to me ridi- 
“if culous, and far unlike thofe amon ett us ; 


‘yyet there were two men, who afcended 


ito the top of two Perches which were 


“qbung very high, which had at their 


jend alittle Apple, and {tanding up- 
| D ate 
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50 A Voyage to Siam. 
right on thetop of them, they thewec), 
feveral ftran; ge tricks. Afterwards Ww 
had a ices of Puppet play, whiccdha 
yielded {mall | diverfion. 
On the fourt b being Suaday Mr. Cop tt 
ftans told me that the King was to 2. 
to the Pagod, where he is wont to g ir 
every year, and prayed me to fee.hil Tie 
pafs by. Twent wi ith | him ad all. m 
Attendance ; at i 
there a while, t 
gilded Barge, 


Vi n g 


ng. remainee 
rene a ofee # 
in which was a Atandaia, 
rin. who came to whether all thing: : 
were in order: {car cely was he pait byy4 3 
but I faw fever al Barges wherein werd,’ 
e fi wf La whol ; 
were all of thon ee uits of red cloath): a 
they are wont on chefs enin days to 
be all cloathed with the fame colour, y 
and ’tis the King who nominates it sj “ 
they had white Bonnets ou; very, high 1 
crown’d, and the Oya had a t the bot--}." 
tom of their Caps a golden Fringe,,}) 
as to their Breeches, twas a kind oft 
Scarf, as I alten dy faid. After them 


Z 


| 
cA ethofe of the fecond rank; the Life:} * 

' 

' 


mn pe 


ed 


oa uards, fevera aoe and then the: | 
King in a Barge attended with two. 
others 








f 


wad 


A Vovooe te iam 
Li KV CVU Ke ZO Sid lid. fs 
wee ES 2 


y 


‘Mothers which were very fine ones; the 
“NWatermen were apparelled like ‘the 
llSouldiers, but onely they had a kind 
lof breaft and back-plates, and each 
‘Wof them an helmet on their heads, 
‘which is {aid to be of Gold , their Pag 
‘Nor Sculs were gilt with Gold, a 
the Barges were, which fhewed very 
ll fine, there were an hundred and four- 


if Barges, and in thofe of the Mandarins 
| about an hundred, and an hundred and 
iW twenty, there were Guards that follow- 
ed, andfeveral other A¢andarins who 
i@ made ‘the rear Guard, the King was 
\ richly Apparelled with feveral pretious 
i Stones, 1faluted him in pafling by, and 
9) he returned my complement, his Train 
Wi! confifted of an hundred and forty ftate- 
ill) ly Barges, which appeared very finely 
li} indeed on the water, marching all in 
0 good’ order. After Dinner I went 
i] into my Barge to fee the reft of the 
i] Ceremony, at night the King changed 
ii) his Barge, and propofed a prize to 
li) that Barge that fhould firft arrive by 
ili] force of Oars to the Palace, he him- 
i felf was one of the party, and he ad- 
} oe: vanced 
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vanced by much before the others, ‘feo 
that his Rowers wonthe money ; I know 
not how great ‘twas, the other Bargess} 
paft on very {wiftly, all the River wass} 
covered with them who came to feecpii! 
the King ; that day being defigned forr fii 
his fhewing himfelf to his People, dif 
believe there were an hundred thou- 
fand to fee him. 

At night there were Fire-works for: fi 
joy of the Coronation of the King off ppl 


England, the whole affair. was welll i! 
carried on, and ftrange Veffels fired| fyi 


from. all parts their Cannon. 

On the fifth this Feaft continued, 
and the Cannon was~ fired: from. all. 
parts of the Town, Mr. Conftans in- 
vited me to Dinner, where all the Eu- 
repeans were, where I was made very 
welcome. 

On the eighth the:King partedsfor 
Louvo, which is;a Countrey Seat where 
he generally remains-for eight or nine -] 
bionths in the year, it being diftant 
twenty Leagues from Siam. 

On the fifteenth I parced for that 
place, I lay in the way at a -Houfe 
wiich|was-bpilt for mé, twas in the 

| fame 
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\jifame form as that where I had been 
iniLodged all along, “twas: neat where the 
niKiag lyes when he! goes to: Lenve. I 
mxemained there all the fixteenth, and 
ion the feventeenth fet out thither, 
‘hwhere I arrived the fame day on eight 
kat night , I found this Houfe of the 
ual King’s built after the Moorith fafhion, 
hand a man may juitly praife the Coun- 
{ij trey ; in your entrance to ic you mult 
pafs through a Garden, where there 

| are feveral Conduits , in this Garden 
{| you afcend five or fix fteps, and you 
| go toa kind of Summer-houfe ftand- 
4) ing, very high where you take the Air, 
|| L found a very fine. Chapel , and a 
4,4 Lodging for all thofe who attended 


ra me. 


gave me a particular Audience, after 
Dinner I went abroad to take the Alp 
on Elephants, whofe goings are very 
uncafie and incemmedious, 1. had ra-+ 
than one on. thefe animals. 
| On the twenty third Me. Ce nftans 
“1 told me the King would give me the 
| - divertifement of acombat of Elephants, 

as Lhe 


Pane 


st nen aa Ai ni Ma tek BREN oe oa 


On Munday the ninteenth the King, - 


ther ride ten Leagues on Horfe back - 
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and entreated me to bring along with 
me the Captains who had conduéted! 

eto thew them the fport, who were: 
the Sieurs de Vaudricourt and Foy-- | 
exfe; we went thither on Elephants,. 
and the Fight was carried on. after: 


the fame manner as that which I above 
—AlateA 
F¢ wom oa Oe 


The King fent for the Captains and 


$3 
$arird 
OIG 


who came into his Kingdom, and he 
wifht them as happy a return as their 
artival was. He gave each of them 
a Scimitar , whofe handle and guard 
was of Gold, and the fheaths almoft 
covered with the fame metal, a golden 
Chain curioufly wrought and very large, 
a Veit of cloth of Gold with Gold 
buttons ; as Mr. de Vaudricourt was 
the chief Captain, fo his Prefent wag 
richer and better, the King gave him 
notice to have a care of their Enemies 
by the way, they anfwered that his 
Majefty furnifht them with arms to de- 
fend themfelves, and that they would 
acquit themfelves of their duty. Thefe 
Captains {pake to him without light- 


Ing 





























‘hem, he was very glad they were: 
the King of France's firft Captains: 
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ling off their Elephants ; 1 faw very 
lwell that under pretence of a combat 
thof Elephants, he was minded to make 
nithefe Prefents in the fight of feveral 


i\JEuropeans who were prefent, to give 
lit¥a publick mark of the particular di- 
A ftinction he would make of the French 
|Nation: Fhe King afterwards returned, 
iljand 1 went to fee an Elephant which 
nt had been brought by the females who 
aj are inftructed to go into the woods 
ih) with a manor two to conduct them, 
ie] as far as twenty five or thirty Leagues 
il te feck wild Elephants, _and wher 
al] they have found any, they fo order it 
it] as ‘to draw them on to 4 place neat 
la) the Town defigned to receive them 3 
| *tis a great fpace dug in the earth, 
| and furrounded by a wallof Brick very 
«| high, there is alfo a fecond inclofure 
| about fifteen foot high, through which 
a man may eafily pals, and a double. 
ate of the fame height, which fhuts 
of it felf by means of a pully, fo that 
when an Elephant is within, he can- 
not get out. The female Elephants 
do firft enter, the wild ones follow 
them, and they are falt. 
D. 4 This 
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56 4 Foyage to Siam. 
This fame day Mr. Conftans prefen--} 


ted the two Captains with feveral finee is 
wrought Japon works of Silver. and fer 


other Curiofities. 


On Saturday the twenty fourth I - 


g0t on horfeback to go fee the, wild! 
Elephants taken. ‘i 
Lhe King being come to the end| fill! 
of this place which is enclofed as a-.}% 
bove {gid , there entred a man. who 
went with a ftaff to attack the wild 
Elephant, who at the fame time left 
the females, and purfued him, the man 
continued. this Management, and thus 
bufied this wild Elephant ,. till the 
females who. were with him got out 
of the place by the gate, which was 
immediately fhut after them, and the 
Elephant feeing himfelf left alone im- 
prifoned, grew inraged ; the. fellow fet 
upon him again, and inftead of flying 
on that fide which he was wont, he 
fan out of the gate, and the Ele- 
phant followed him, and when he was 
between the two gates he was fhut in, 
and being hot they threw a great deal 
of water on him to refrefh him, and 
there were feveral Elephants brought 
to 
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to. him, who carefled him with thetr 
crunks, to comfort him as it were ; 

they tyed his two, hind legs, and the” 
\eate was opened to him, he marched 
Hive or fix.paces, and found four Ele- 
Iphants of War,and one toconfront him, 
sitwo others who. were faftned tohis fides,. 
and one behind him to pulh him with 
ihis head; they brought them in this 
“(manner into a kind of Stable ground, 
siwhere there was a great ftake faftned, 
“Ito which he was tyed, and two Ele- 
.(phants were placed on cach fide of him 
-tto bear him company, and the others 
are led away. When the wild Ele- 
_yphants have remained fifteen days, 


jin this manner, they know them who 
“were wont to feed them, and follow 


|them, and afterwards they become as 
‘Atradtable as the others. The King 
‘ihas a great. many of thefe females 
}who do nothing elfe but decoy thefe 
_} wild ones. 
|. On Adunday the twenty fifth I went 
|} tofee a Tyger fight with .three Ele- 
| phants, but.the Tyger was not “he 


i ftrongeft, he received a blow with a 
| tooth that’ carried a way half. his jaw, 


| 
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In courage. 


of which I have given 


med in the Palace, in a 


boxes there are a great 
drove into the ground , 


pon works made of Silver 


of that Countrey. 


Qa 
id. 


although the Tyger was not wanting: 


Tuefday the twenty fixth I had a} 


the King an 


account. At night I went to fee a 
Feaft, which the Stamoifes celebrate at 
the beginning of their year, which is 
attended with great lights. It’s perfor- 


great Court,, 


round about which there are feveral 
boxes full of Lamps, and before thefe 


many perches: 
along which 


3 


,Bezoatitones, 


Rhinocero’s horns, and other curiofities 


On 


hang feveral horn Lanthorns prettily; 
painted, this Feaft lafts eight days. 
On Sunday the fecond of September 
Mr. Conffans {ent me aPrefent, he did 
the fame alfo to the Abbat of Choify, 
and the Gentlemen which accompa- 
nied me;. the Prefents were Bracelets, 
China Cabinets, night Gowns and Ja- 


particular Audience, this being the f 
fourth time, and the King fhewed mee}! 
the efteem he had for the French Na- i 
tion, after feveral other difcourfes,, 
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On the po went to fee the great 
Ahunting of Elephants, which is in this 
.) {following forth The at ig fent a 
jd great number of female Ei iephants all 
;,440 a company rogether, and w! hen they 
y have been fer veral days in the wood, 
“jand he is informed they have found 
“1 Elephants, he fends thirty or forty 
| thoufand men, Wi ho make a great 
| ring in the pia ce where the Elephants 
4 4 are; they poft themfelves feveral foot 
Ht | diftance one from another, and cach 
| company has a fire about three foot 
CW Tite se or there abouts : thereis alfo ano 
| ther ringof E te apne nts of War, diftant 
| om or e anothe : about an hundred and 


eh 


ey an hur sided an dfi ifty 1 aces, and ii 1 thofe 
| places where the Flephai $ may more 
"| eafily pafs thorough, the 2 Eley hants of 
nd War are more numerous; in feveral 
mi] places there i" Cannon which is fired 
“| at the wild EI ephants when they will 
MM force a pa flage, for. they are In great 

| fear of fre: every day. this inclofure 
"i or ring is oi} ned and at length 7tis 
4 very fmall, and the ga are alfo di-- 


MN miatihed. ante E Elephants hearing 
| moife about them, dare not fly, although 
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now and then one or two do efcape,, 


for I was told that fome days: paftt fi 


there were ten got away. WI 


nen theyy fai: 


are to be taken they are made to en fis 


ter into a place furrounded with ftakes,, 
where there are fome trees, through) 
which a man may Cafily pafs, there is; 
alfo another ring of Elephants of War: 
and Souldiers, among which there are 
men mounted on Elephants, who dex. 
teroufly throw cords at the Elephants 
hind feet, who when they are faftned 
are brought between two tame Ele- 
phants, befides which there is another 
who tends on him behind, if need be 
to pulh him forward, fo he js obliged 
others ftrike him with their trunks ; 
they bring him into a kind of ftable 
Cpen on all fides, where they are 
faftned and managed. as | have already 
‘related: I faw ten taken , and I. was 
told there were a hundred and forty 
in the ring; the King was there pre- 
fent and gave orders for what was ne- 
ceflary. In this place Lhad the honour 
to have a long conference With 


him, 
Ans rad avedW ma ; le- re fi ; 
and he prayed me to leave Mr. Fou 


rbin, 
the 


Art +f 
VV 


£0 march, and when he is unruly, the ff: 


Bhim | 
- i 
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ithe Leiutenant of my. Ship with him 

iifwhich 1 agreed to, and prefented him, 

: Hes at the fame time the King gave him 
vga Semitar, whofe Handle and G Suard was 
Jof Gold, and the Sheath ftudded with the 
wafame, with a Juftaucorp of embroide- 
iced Satin with Gold Buttons. Then the 
King prefented me with a Golden Cup, 
ea and | gave me a Collation in a Grove, 
isfwhere I had excellent Wine and Fruit. 
The next morning being the eleventh 

wil returned to this game, being moun- 
i,Jted.on an Elephant, the King was there, 
sland fent two A4andarins to. me, to de- 
Mire me to come to him,. he fpake {eve- 
(ral things to me, and entreated me to 
jleave Mr. de la Mare the Engineer, who 
came BONE with me behind me, to for- 
» Itifie fome places.in his Countrey..1 told 
jhim | did not, doubt but.the King, my 
“4 [Matter would b an conte nt I.fhould leave 
' jhim, f feeing His Majefty’s Intercits were 
jas dear to “him as his own; | thereup- 
On ordered Monfr. de la Mare, -to re; 
; jmain with the cing » who.gave tohim 
j2 Velt of Stufi.of Gold. ~The King told 
ime, he would, {fend a little E “lephant to 
| the Duke of Burgundy, which he fhewed 
| | me, 
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me, and having a while thought OM pi 
it, he faid that if he fhould give oneh,\ 
onely to the Luke of Burgundy he fea--}y | 
red left the Duke of Anjox thould takee},,, 
it ill, and therefore he would fend two}, }., 
and I defigning to part the next mor}, 
ning to go om board, I prefented thee};i, 
Gentlemen to him who were with ME,, fan 
to take leave of his Majefty, the Kings}. 
wifht them a good Voyage. The Bi--} i, 
fhop would have prefented to him Mef--} 
freurs, the Abbat de Lionne, and le Va--},,. 
cher, Miflionarics, to take their leave}. 
of him, but he told the Bifhop, that: bia 
as to thofe two perfons, they were of’},. 
his Family, and that he refpected them: |. 
as his Children, and that they fhould |}. 
take their leave of him in his Caftle: 
afterwards the King retired, and | at- t 
tended on him to the end of the Wood, |" 
taking the way of Loxvo, becaufe the 
King had a Houfein the Wood, where 

he ufually tarries whilft he is bufied in 
this’-Game of Elephants. 

On Wednefday, the twelfth: the King 
gave me Audience of Leave, the Bifhop | ~ 
was there, he was pleafed to fay“he |. 
Was very well fatisfied with me and my | 
Nego. |" 
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‘Witegotiation , he gave me a great eol- 
‘Ben Vellel, which they call a Bofs, and 
his is one of the moft honourable 
“marks of the Kings Favour; he told 
‘iiae he would not have the accuftomed 
liiepemonies about. it ; becaufe. there 
limight be fomething which would not 
iligpleafe me _ by reafon of the Genufle- 
liions which the greateft of the King- 
‘Midom are obliged to make on this oc- 
(Mcafion, There is no Stranger in his 
iqCourt, excepting the King of Camboye's 
a Nephew, who has received the like 
‘tl Mark of Honour, which fignifies that 
‘ill one isan Oyas, a Dignity in that Coun- 
iv] trey comparable to a Duke in France 5 
il] there are feveral forts of Oya, which 
#f are diftinguifhed by their Bofles. This 
i) Monarch had the goodnefs to tell me 
wid {everal things in fuch an obliging man- 
Wl ner, that I dare not relate them, and in 
sh all my Voyage I received fuch great Ho- 
) nours, that | fhould {carce be believed, 
| were they not fole due to the Character 
Wl His Majefty has been pleafed to honows 
§ me with: | received alfo a thoufand 
' Civilities from his Minifters, and the 
reft of hisCourt. Adeffieurs the Abbat. 
of 
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Ce ares 
A Voyage to Siam. 
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of Lionne, and le Vacher, took at the 
fame time their leaves. of the King , is. 


who having wifht them a good Voyage,. 


gave each of them a golden Crucifix,, 
the Foot of it being Silver. At the f., 
end.of the Audience, Monfr. Conftanss 
carried me into a Parlor, {urrounded! 
with Water-fpouts which was in the}. 


Palace, where I found a Table ver 
well {pread, after the manner of the 
Kingdom of Siam: The King had the 
goodnels to fend me two or three 
Difhes from His Table, for he dined 
at the fame time; about five of the 
Clock I went into a gilt Chair, car- 
ried by ten Men, and the Gentlemen 
who accompanied me rode on Horfe- 
back., we eatred into our Barks, and 
were attended by a great many Afanda- 
rigs, the Streets were lined with Sol- 
diers, Elephants, and‘ Moorith Cava- 
Tiers.’ Twas the fame alfo in the mor- 
ning, when! had my lait Audience: all 
the Adandarins that.accom panied, me to 
ny Barge, went into theirs, and came 
With me; there were about an hundred 
Barges, and I arrived the next mor- 
ning , being the thirteenth, at Sian , 


about 





~~ 








“for France, were with 1 
“Wftately Barge attended by feve: 
“The King made me fever 
““amongft which was a crucifix, 
"dy of which is Gold, a Crofs of Tam- 
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““\bacq, which is a metal more efteemed 
than Gold in that Countrey, with ieve- 


: 


“lival other Curiofities of the Indies ,; and 


“tthe Cuftome of thefe Countries being 
"ito gratifie thofe who bring the Pre- 
‘lfents, I gave to the Steers-men of the 
iti | King’s Barges about-eight or nine hun- 


i dred Piftols. 
| took the Liberty to give him a piece of 


As to Monfk. Conftans, 1 


|Houfhold-ftuff, which I had brought 
lalong with me from France, and to 


i] Madam his Wife, feveral Prefents, to 
-| the value of an hundred and fifty Piftols ; 


| 


| the King -alfo gave Prefents to the va- 


| ne of feven or eight hundred Piltols to 


s> = 


the Abbat de Choi/y in China Cabinets, 
Fapon Works, and other Indian Curi- 
| ofities. 

+ On the fourteenth, at five of the 
| Clock at night, | parted from  Szam, 
accompanied by Mr. Confit ans feveral 
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Mandarins, and a great many Ber gessJiili 
and arrived at Bancoc the next mornings pili’ 
the Forts by the way, and thofe of Banedilll 
coc, {faluted me with all their Artillespi,! 
ry; I remained a day at Bancoc, be--fij! 
caufe the King had told me in an Aw i 
dience, that beinga Soldier, he deffrecditi! 
me I would view the Fortifications opt 
it, and to tell his Servants. what itl: 
wanted, and to pitch on a place Gen 
on to builda Church; Idrew a fimalllpan 
draught, and gave it to Monfr. Cone-hit 


flans. ie 


On the fixteenth in the morning Thay 
parted thence accompanied by AZandazti 
rins, the Forts faluted nie, and at fourrpiit) 
of the Clock I arrived at the Bar off tt, 
Stam, in the Shalops belonging to the: ty Si 
King’s Ships, on board of which I wentthiy: 
about feven of the Clock. ; 

On the feventeenth the King of Sé--{his 
am’s Frigat, in which were the Ambaf Ith, 
fadors, came and-caft Anchor near myy}i 
Ship, Ifent my Shalop, which broughtt mj 
two of the Ambafladors, and I after--|i : 
wards fent back the fame Shalop, which: Ith, 
brought the other Ambaffador , and! hii. 
the King’s Letter, which was written} |! 
on 
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wh a Leaf of Gold, rowled up, and put 
‘ato a Gold Box; we faluted the Letter 
judith the firing of feveral pieces of Can- 
n, "twas laidona Table, with a CGa- 
\dopy over it, and when the Adandarins 
jjgat near it, they reverenced it after 
dneir manner, it being their cuitome to 
my goe the greateft Honours they are able 
j;#o the King’s Letter. The next mor- 
wfing this Ship left us, and went back 
qligain up the River, and at the fame 
‘aime appeared another Ship of the King 
\f Siam’s, who came and caft Anchor 
dear us, in which was Monfr. Conftans 5 
ime came on board of me the next mor- 
ing, being the nineteenth, where he di- 
med, and afterwards he went to land in 
,wiay Shalop;, I faluted him with twenty 
bieces of Gannon, and we parted with 
ho fall trouble, for we had begun a 
syftri€t Friendfhip, and treated one ano- 
sther with the greateft confidence; he is 
wp Perfon of great Senfe and Merit. I 
vwwas aftonifht to hear no News of Monfr. 
"Ve Vacher, a Miffionary of the French 

iCompany,, and of my Secretary, who 
"were to have been on board before me, 
Lf having been informed that they. parted 
| from 
d 
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from the River of Siam on the fixteenthipij: 


A Voyage to Siain. 
with feven Gentlemen, who were to aadj 
company the King of Siam’s Ambafliahy 
dors, and feveral of their Domefticksspjoy 
this made me think they were loft, amd, 
made me refolve not to tarry for thempy; 
for the Wind was favourable ; buh 
Monfr. Conftans defired me to have peahy i 
tience one day, whilft he would fendi; 
along the Coaft for News of them. |; 

The next morning, being the twem 

tieth, part of thefe People came o: Di 
board, four of the Gentlemen. belom}j.: 
ging to the King of Siam’s Ambafla},, 
dors, and moft of their Domefticks haaps, 
ving been unwilling to embark themitg |, 
felves in a Boat they had gotten by thigy, 
way, becaufe *twas too fhallow; therp, 
told me, that the fame day, being the hy 
fixteenth, they came near our Vefle-h. 
at eleven at night, and thinking to cafil}y, 
Anchor, they had not Rope enough ith, 
their Boat, which they perceived icaly, 

{ecing their Boat fall off from the Vef Vi. 
fel, then there arofe a great Wind. Hi 
Which made the waves arife, and thee}, 
Streams ran againft them, which car-. Hi, 

ried them fourty Leagues out at Sea, 

with 


boo cae 
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\ijith great-danger of being caft away ; 
Vihey told us they had left the others 
ilpout twenty five Leagues off, who were 
ililhrown upon a muddy bank, fo that 
hey are not to be expected fo foon, 
lphich made me refolve not to go away 
\lefore next morning. I believe I ought 
uit this place to {peak of the Jefuits 
( ‘hich were embarkt with us at Breff, 
it Ind. whom we left at Siam: They were 
‘tidlather Fontenay, Tachart , Gerbillon, le 
WPomte , Bouvet, and another, Men of 
Oe and ‘Learning, whom the King 
it’4ad chofen to fend to China, to make 
(swMathematical Obfervations ; I think! 
4m bound in Juftice to fay of them, 
ldhat when we: were arrived to the 
‘lifape of Good Hope, the Dutch Gover- 
ihour was very kind to them, and gave 
them an Houfe in the Garden belon- 
dking to the Company, very fitting to 
villmake their Obfervations in, where 
\ithey carried all their Mathematical In- 
,(dftruments; but asl remained but fix or 
Winieven days in this place, they had not 
\ijetime to. make a great many: Thefe Fa- 
\athers have been very ufefull to me in 
jmy Voyage to Stam, by their Piety , 
i their 
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their good Examples, and the pleafamg™ 
ne{s of their converfations; Lhad everrpi 
day near five or fix Mafles faid, andi? 
had fet apart a Chamber for that veprh! 
purpofe. All the Feftivals and Su ee 
days we had a Sermon, or afhort E:yit 
hortation, Father Tachart, one of ther" 
catechifed the whole Ship’s Comparn}i 
three times a Week, and the fame Fig! 
ther has done much good in the Shiypp 
for difcourfing familiarly with the Sezai 
men and Souldiers, there’s not one : 








them but performs his Devotions ; thy! 
compofed all differences ‘which aroii 
amongitthem.  Thefe Fathers went ttdi 
Ssam intending to embark themfelvech! 
on Portugal Veflels, which are to bbl: 
met with commonly at Afacao, amigli 
which return to China. They founi¢bil 
here Mont. Conftans, the King of Siam) 
Minifter_ who very much loves the Jeo}! 
fuits, and proteéts them, he has enter 

tained them at Louvo, in one of thi 


Flt 


King’s Houfes, and defrays all thejigit: 

Charges himfelf. i! 
In an Audience which the King gay * 

me, I told him I had brought with mdi 


fix Jefuits, who intended for China, ta! 
mak 
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y 'amake Mathematical Obfervations, and 
~athat they had been chofen by the King 
‘In Matter, as the moft capable int this 
i CENCE. He told me he would fee them 
(and was very glad they were reconci- 
) ifled with the Bifhop; he has fpoke to 
.gme feveral timeson that Subject. Monfr. 
Conf ans prefented them to him four or 
five days after, and by good hap for 
wigthem there was then an Kclipfe of the 
}Moon. The King bid them bring along 
»qwith them their Mathematical Inftru- 
«J ments into a Houfe where he was go- 
fing to lic, a League off of Louvo, where 
he. commonly is, when he takes the 
ae of Hunt ing; the Fathers fai- 
dled not to come there, and planted 
| themfelves with their Spectacles ina 
ae where the King came about 


ithree of the Clock in the morning 

which was the time of the Ec ‘lipfe. 
| They made him fee in sheiedn iftrument 
j all the Effects of the Eclipfe, which 


‘| did much pleaft him, he fhewed them 
“) much refpect, and told them he knew 
| fonr. Conftans was their Friend, as well 
4 


Nv ‘he 

as Father de la Chutze. He gave them 
| a great Crucifix of Gold, and of Tame 
| bacq, 
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7% _A Foyage to Siam | 
bacqg, and bid them to fend it fropty: 
him to Father /a Chatze,; he gave anc Pen 
ther {maller to Father Tachart, tellimpn, 
them he would fee ‘them another timad,, . 
Seven or eight days before my depaity mm 
ture, Mr. Conflans offered the Fathertt,,. 
that if two of them would remain <afy, 
Siam the King would be vety glad coy,, 
it, they anfwered they could not, bein 
ordered by the King of Fravce to es 

i 


iy, 
what hafte they could to China; he am}, 
{wered, this being fo, they muft writtd,;, 
to their General to fend a dozen @by. 
them as foon as he could to Siam, thy, 
King having told him he would buill Ls, 
them Profpect houfes, Churches and ablfy,, 
other Conveniencies: Father Fontenai y 
made this known to mey I told him», 
he could not do better than accept on 
this proffer, feeing in the end thii 





; 


France on this occafion, which [| api4 
proved of. Father Tachart being <a , 
man of great Wit, and who would un)" 
doubtedly efle this bufinefs, Letterss % 
not being fufficient to remove feverall} ¢ 
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a bjections which might be raifed . 
Rage tore | brought him with.me home. 
This Father has moreover much affifted 
qme, as alfo the Gentlemen which ac- 

“4 companie ed me, whom he taught during 


“our Voyage a confi erabl e part of the 
Mild Mathen maticks. I ee fay nothing of 
Wthe great qualities of Mr. the Bifhop of 


il Ate tellopols, nor of the “Progrefs of wpe 
\ii] Miffionaries in the Eaft, fe eing that a 
il] cording to their Cuftome, they will not 
i fail to give the publick a full relation 
I of what concerns Religion in thofe 
i, 'W Countreys. I f sould have great {atis- 
i faction to ty met there with Mon- 
I fieur the Bifhop of Helsopolu, the King 
i ; of Siam told me one day what Joy 
il °twould have been to him, to have feen 
«dan Ambaffador in that Countrey from 
a France; but it did not pleafe God to 
fl give us that confolation, and we were 
i] informed that he had ended in China his 
fl i laborious Pilgrimage. 





4 

| But before werelate our Arrival at 
| Breft , { believe it will be convenient 
f] to give an Account here of what I re- 
E Marl ked 


| 
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marked (during that {mall time | 

in the Kingdom) of the Manners, C "| 
ftoms, Government, Commerce arn 
Religion of thefe People. 

























| Of the Government, State, 

| Manners, Religion ind 
| Commerce. of he King- 
| dom of Siam, in the 
| —- neighbouring ore ries, 

ee Ay, feveral other partt- 
J Saas ge 

: caliiics 

3 Very day the Mandarins, whofe 
place it is to do Jultice, meet 
together in a Hall, where they 
hear Caufes : This place is in 
the King’s Palace, where thofe that 


| 

| 

| have any 7 requelt to make ftand at a 
| door, till they be called, and the 
| 





they enter with their Petition in their 
Hands. 
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Strangers, who have any complain 
concerning Traffick , 
Barcalon, who is the Kin igs Chief Mi- 


nifter , and determins all Affairs abouttl 


Commerce, and the occafions of Stran- 
Bers 5 in his pasrac Te his ufual Deputy 
does it, and in both thet ir abfences : 
kind of Aldermen. - There isan Off- 
cer appointed to fee after the Taxes, 
and others for other matters. When 
Affairs have been exan lined, an acon 
thereof is thee to the Officers within 
the Palac 
King, inte then on a high Throne, 
all the A¢andarins proftrate aA 

with their Faces on the Groun , and 
the Barcalon , or 
Oyas , acquaint the King with the Af 
fair, and their ] 
which he confirms or alters ac cording 
to his Will, and this extends to the 
chicf bufineffés, but he oft canfes mat- 
ters to be brought into the Palace, and 
fends his pleat ure inW Vriting. 

The King 1 is a molt abfolute apse : 
and a Man may fay him to be the Siz 
rd wifes GO d; they da 
his Name. 


re not call him by 
He punithes moft t feverely 


the 


who relate the fame to the 


others of a Chief 


Judgments thereupon, P 

















offer it to che r 


oe 


a ee ge 



























fhe finalleft Crime, for his Subjects 
“Amaft be governed in a {trict ae 
\ = eee earn Cs F asey ee \di c: J 
Ihe fonictimes makes ufe of Souldiers of 
ihis Guard to puniih tne gu 

Itheir Crime is extraordinary, and fuf- 


a t 
Wiciently proved. Tihofe who are com- 
Imonly employed in thele tort c of Exe- 
¥ hfty 


dj ee wa on hundred ar 
icutions, are an hundred anc 


¢ 
; ? : i at 
b UAW anaes on . i a S + t, Fax) a) 95 eo ee da = 
“i Armes painted from the Shoulder to 
5 , “7 


“their Wrifts, the common punifhmen 
jis thirty, forty, fi 
jon the Sh no 
“i cording to | € rl 
i) ethers are peckt into the head with a 
| fharp pointed Iron’: as to Accomplices 
“lin a fault worthy of Death, after the 
| Head has been cat off from a real Cri- 
I minal, ’tis tied abo out the Neck of the 
| Confedera te, and is left expofed to the 
| Sun. for thre € days and three nights, 


ulder: 

g to the grea 
ar 
oin 





’ a which gives a moft filthy ftink to him- i 
| that c ean it. | 
In this Kingdom the Law Talionis is 
in great ufe, the wortt punif ment was, 
+? fice A: 


ong ago se ee M alefactours 
ch 
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* * 
rt AG ths Ciakte 18 
uni! me nt as the wales, OF 
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be “nt © 
m3 FavnAcy 
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_veral of th€m in his Service, and d 


F 7 ‘i fF 2 tie = 
 Oyage fo Siam. 
ot 


rather worfe, but now they are punifht 
. The King minds btilding 
more than any of his Predeceffours, re- 
pairing the Walls of Towns, raifing 
up Pagedes, and adorning his Palace 


5 3 
‘ § 3 vay nie { & * fone C oOnr 
suiulding Houfes for Foreigners, and 
er Fafhior 
> s 2 d * : ? 
¥O Ire rind + Ces. ; C ret NC 
is very kind to Strangers, retaining f{e- 
4 
ui 


1 

rous of more. 
The Kings of Siem were not wont to 
let themfelves be feen as this'does ; they 
lived always alone, but this prefent 
King lives like others; but Monfr. Be- 
vithe, an Apoftolick Vicar, made ufe 
of a certain Brame, who being a kind 
of Boufon , had great liberty of -{pea- 
king to this Monarch, by whofe means 
he gave the Prince to underftand the 
Power and Manner of the Government 
of our great Monarch, and alfo the Cu- 
ftoms of all the Kings in Europe; fo 
that he being a Man of Senfe, as I al- 
ready obferved, he thought fit to fend 
for Monfieur Berithe, and afterwards 
feveral others: fince which time he is 
become very affable, and acceflible to 
Strangers. Thofe who adminifterJuftice 
are 
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d according t to he if. al event 
Bikes, 0 Oyas Obrat, Oyas Momrat, Oya 
“ICampeng, Oyas Rt iechou. Oyas Shaynan, 


t % 
| Ov? 


! lO pran Olvan, Ocun, O; mun. 


‘| Heretofore when the Kings wo yuld 
Wmot let themfelves be fecn, the mini- 
iiters did what they pleated but the 
jprefent King who wants not J udgment, 

and is.a great Politician, will be igno- 
ent of nothing ; ‘he has fixt to “him 
| Mr. Conftans of whom I have feveral 
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y_ prudence, he 
iings under the 
ene but 
an : yer accept of 
any great 0 office which he King has 


ees A a ee ee 
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offered him feveral times. The Bar- 
calon raw died about two years fince, 
|.and who by right of his ee had he 
(| management of all affair: 
a perion bi great bilities 
| quitted himfelfwell | 
| nd was Bests bel pred he tl 
i ceeded him was a Afalas by nation 
| 
| 
| 


cae amen 


eewrent 


if D 
ch is at spats rey near to Stam , he 
fe of I Mit Raceh an Englih 

EY 4 man. 
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man to bring the King into an ill opi- 
nion of Mr. Conftaws, and render hi 


of . 
‘ 


fufpected, but the King underft od the}. 
others malice, caufed himto be cudgeledi fy 
to death, and difpofleffed him of his: 
office; lie that enjoys it at prefent 
lives in good intelligence with Mc. 
Conftans. 

As by the Laws introduced by’ the 
Priefts, who are called Talopoins, tis not 
allowable to kill, fo Malefactors were 
heretofore condemned to the chain, or 
led into fome Deferts to perifh there 
with hunger, whereas this prefent King 
caufes their heads to be ftruck off , 
and throws them to Elephants. 

The King has {pies to know whether 
matters of any importance are con-| 
cealed from him, he moft feverely 
chaftifes thofe, who abufe their autho- 
rity, Every {trange Nation eftablithed 
in the Kingdom of Siam has particular 
Officers, and the King takes of all thefe 
Nations perfons which he makes gene- 
ral Officers throughout all his King- 
dom. There are many Chinoifes in 
his Countrey; there were heretofore 
many Moors, but fome years paft he 


dif- 






















idamongft them, 
Wimities, tha 


awas heretofore 
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difcovered f6 many foul treacheries 
‘uch frauds and enor- 
« he has banifrd moft of 
iiithem out of his Countrey. 

The commerce of ftrange Merchants 
very confiderable ; but 


ifince air years, the various revolus 


ik tions, which | ave ha appened in China, 


Wut 


» 1) 


Wil Fapon ca other parts of the Indies, 


ihave difcouraged all Trade. Yet "tis 
jhoped, feeing all thefe difturbances 


itt] are quicte ed, ‘y rade will flourifh again ; 


a A cn - — 


wiand that the King of Stam by means 
1,4 of his Minifter will fend his Ships to 


itake in the mol it pre tious commodities 
in all the Eaftern Countries, and re- 
duce all desire y LO sith eir firft ffate. 
They make War after a different mafi- 
ner fro moft Nations, driving their 
Enemies out of their places, without 
doing them-any farther harm than the 
making them flaves ; and if they bear 
et it feems rather they intend to 
affright'them by fhooting on the ground 
| or up into the air, than to kill them, 


| ceflity than by their good-wills , but this 


| andif they doe, cis rather out of ne- 


i] happens feldom, becaufe all their Ene- 


} 4 


ee 5 mies. 
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mies. follow the fame method. There 


are Companies and Regiments who are: 


3 


detached from the reft during the night 
who go into the Enemies Villages, and 
lead away all the Inhabitants Captives, 


as. well Women as Children; the Kings] 
gives them Lands and. Buffalo’s to cul--| 
t 


hid 
tivate them, and when the King has 


need he makes ufe of them. Thefe: 
Jate years, the King has made War a--| 


againit the revolted Cambogions, aflifted 
by, the Chinoifes and Cochinnoifes, where 


he. was. forced to fight in earneft, and! 
there were feveral Souldiers killed on: 


both fides: He has had feveral. Com- 
Manders that are Europeans, who in- 
ftrud& theny to fight after our man- 
ner. 

Before this War there was a great 
commerce between their States, and 
that of Siam drew great advantages by 
the great quantities of Gold, Musk, 
Elephants teeth and other Merchandifes 
which came from Laos-in exchange for 
Linen ‘and other. Goods. 

Yhe, King of Siam is. fill, at wars 
withthe King of Pegw, he has feveral 
Slaves of, this Natian. 

‘There 
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it]; There are People of feveral Coun- 
“tries in his King dom, the Moors were 
jin great abundance, ‘as I already faid, 
all Bat now feveral of them are fled into 
t the Kingdom of Colconde, who were in 
the King’s fervice, and have carried a- 
‘| long with them above twenty thoufand 
‘ill Gace each Cari being worth fifty 
i'l Crowns: The King af Siam wrote to the 
fh Foes of Colconde to fend him back thofe 
Peete’: or oblige them to pay the 
| Sum, but the King would not liften to 
‘| the propofal, which has put the King 
if of Siam on pe oclaiming a War agai inf 
is him, and taking a Ship at the time 
when I was at Siam belonging to him, 
whofe lading is valued at an bandred 
thoufand Crowns. Thereare fix Frigats 
commanded by Englifh and French, who 
ruife on thofe Coats. 
| Of late the Emperour of Chinahas 
iif given leave to all Str angers to come 
| and Negotiate in his Kin gdom ;: this 
i permiffion i is onely for five years, but 
’cis hoped it will be continued, feeing 
mi) "tis of great. advantage to his Coun-. 
am] trey 
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The King of Siam has a great many 


Mala in his. Kingdom, they are Ma: 


hometans, but good Souldiers, yet thei 






Religion differs much from the Moorss| 


The Pegorans are as numerous in thiist 


Countrey.as the originary Siamoifes, 


There are alfo.a great many Laoifes) 


efpecially towards the North. Here 


are alfo: eight or nine Families. of Na«. 


tive Portuguifes, but of. thofe which 
are Called Adefies above a thou: 
fand, that is to fay, thofe who are 
born of Portuguifes and Siamoife wo- 
men. 

FEhe Dutch have there onely one 
Kactory. 

The Englifh the fame. 

‘The French alfo. 

The Cochinnoifes areabout an hundred 
Families, moft Chriftians. 

Amongft the Tonquinoifes. there are 
{even or cight Chriftian. Families, 

The Méalaifes are in great numbers: 
who are moft of them flaves,.and who 
cenfequently do not make a body. 

Bhe Macaffars, and feveral of the 
People of the Ifle of Fava are there 
eltablifh'd, as alfo the Moors; under 
the 
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the Nan of tl th iefe laft a eco mpreh en 
aed Turks, i er fidns, Ae, CHeondobs 
fes and thofe of Bengala. 

The Armenians make a feparate 
body, they are fifteen or fixteen Fa- 
milies all Chriftians, the greateft part 
ef them are Horfemen of the King 

As to the manners’ of the Siamotfes., 
yple very docible, which 


Peo 

proceeds rather from their na ture, 
which defires quict , than any ot her 
caufe , and thereto re the Talapoins,. 


2 


who make profefiion of ne apparent 
vertue, forbid the killing of all forts 
of animals, yet when any dae kill 
Pullets: or Ducks, they eat their Hefh, 
without eee ing the emfelves: who’ dic 

the murther, or wherefore they were 


14 
killed. 
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a satan i “anal ate 
cubines, who remain {hut up all their 
lives: The people ‘are trufty, and’ fel- 
, - ; 
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but cis noe the fame’ with 
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Fhe Aalaifes who are very numerouss pi 
in this Kingdom area very bafe People), pM 
and great Thieves. | 

In this great Kingdom there are {e-- }!" 
veral Pegovans, who have been taken ins } i 
War, they area more ftirring and vi-. 
gorous fort of People, than the Siae- 
motfes ; the Women are given to li-. pit 
berty, and their converfation is dan-.- i 
gerous. 

The Laoifes people the fourth part: fil 
of the Kingdom of Stam, and being; pi 
one half Chinorfes, they partake of their: pil 
manners, their craft and inclinations to: }/i 
ihirk handfomely ; their Women are 





white and not ugly, very fociable and! 


id confequently perilous. in the King-' 
i dom of £05, aman that meets a wo- 


( man to falute her with the accuftomed I 
il civility, kifles her publickly, and-did pi 
he do. otherwife he would prievoufly 
offend her. 

The Stamoifes as well Officers as..} ts 
Mandarins, are generally rich, for they | At 
fpend, hardly any thing, the King: gi- } i 
ving them Servants, who.are obliged | 
to maintain themfelves at their owg | 


* oft, being as it were flaves. they are 


Under 





jhaving many 
lof one part whilft the other refi 
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-~ 
junder an eres aes to ferve them for 
Lalt ‘ >» Maftere 
{nothing halfa year, an thefe Matters 


d thefe Matte: 
thei , they re ae 
tt 


|felves, but thofe w ho denod ibeuett 
iad them every year a fum of money 
heir ViCtualsare cheap, it being onely 
Rice, Fifh, and little Flefh, and 'there’s 
great plenty of this in the Countrey ; 
their Cloaths laft them long, being 
entire pieces of Stuff, whichd 

foon wear out as our Apparel, and 
| .coft very little. Moft of the Szamoz- 
fesare Bricklayers, or Carpenters, and 
there are very good workmen amongit 
them, exactly imitating the curious 
Works of Europe. As to Painting, they. 
are in a-manner Ignorant of the fe of 
if, there are Carre works in their 
Pagodes, and thei Fombs are well 
polithed, aud Hh Rasiya 

They colour finely with Lime, which: 

they foak in water which they draw 
out of a Tree, found in the Forefts, 
which makes it fo lafting, that it dures 
an hundred or two hundred years, al- 


though expafed to the solar ef the 


weather. 
Their 


em 


] 














Their Religion to fpeak properly, 
is onely a parcel of Fabulous Tales, 
which ferve onely to bring refpedct and 
profit to the Talapoins, who recom 
mend not fo much any Vertue to them, 
as that of giving them Money: They 
have Laws, which they ftrictly obferve, 
efpecially outwardly. Their*endin all 
their good works is the hope of a hap- 
py Tran{migration after their death, 
into the body of a rich Man, of a King, 
or great Lord, or of a tame animal, as 
Cows or Sheep, for thefe People are 
fo far Pythagoreans; they for this rea- 


fon do muchefteemthefe Animals. and 


dare not, as 1 have noted, kill any of 
them, as knowing not but they may 


kill their Father or Mother, or fome | 


other of their Relations. They be- 
heve a Hell, where great enormities 
are feverely punifhed, onely for atimes 
as alfo a Paradife, wherein men of ver- 
tue are rewarded, where having become 
Angels forfome time, they afterwards 
return into the Body of fome man’ or 
othe’ animal, 

The Talapoins chief bufinefs is, to 
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es of perfons they know, and ftand 
Al > fora while with great referved- 
make Shae their Fan fo that they 
If their Faces ; . if they fee any 
to give them any thing, 
ut they haye received } It; 

1¢) t whatfoever is given thenr, 
iijwhether Pullets or any pilies Heth, but 
iathey never drink Wine, at leaft before 


BO every morning to the Honfes or 
iiBarges 
t 


R 
jone di ifpoted 
‘ ; 


wsprayers to any ity The Szamos- 
«Wes believe there have been three great 
Py th alapoins, who by their moft. fublime 
eeamMerits.in feveral thoufand Tranfmigra- 
,jitions have become Gods, and having 
fibeen. fo, have moreover acquired fuch 
_jgreat merits, that they have been 
, »fwholly annihilated; which is the term 
\.fOf the greateft merit, and the greatelt 
isfecompence attainable, being no > longer 
gipeieed by their frequent changes of 
Abodies: The laft of thefe three Tala- 
wipoins is the greateft God called Na 
\ \codon,, becaule he has. been in five thou- 
yffand bodies; in one of thefe Tranf- 
JPeABTat One of a Talapoin he became 
"a a Cow, his Brother would. have kil led 
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him feveral times; but there needs a 
great book to defcribe the miracles, 
which they fay, Nature, and not God 
wrought for his prefervation. In fhort, 
this Brother was thrown into Hell 
for his great fins, where Nacodon 
caufed him to be crucified; and 
for this foolifh reafon they abominate 
the Image of Chrift on the Crofs, fay- 
ing we adore the image of this Bro- 
ther of their God, who was crucified 
for his Crimes. 

This Nacodon being annihilated, they 
have no God at prefent, yet his Law 
remains, but onely among the Talapotns, 
who affirm that after fome years. there 
will be an Angel who will become a 
Talapoin, and afterwards an abfolute 


Divinity, who by his great merits may | 


come to be annihilated. Thefe are 
the principles of their Creed: for tis 
not to be_imagined they adore the 
Idols, which are in their Pagodes as 
Divinities, but honour them onely as 
men of great deferts, whofe Souls are 
at prefent in fome King, Cow or Tz- 
lapoin, And herein confifts their Re- 
ligion , which to {peak properly ac- 
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Vice, fay they, 
carries. with it its own punifhment, 
| the Soul pafs into the body 
lof fome vile Fellow, or Hog, or Crow, 
jor Tyger, or fuch like animal. They 
admit of Angels, which they believe 
to have been the fouls of juft men and 
good Talapoins; as to Demons, they 
fay, they have been the fouls of wicked 


The Talapoins are much reverenced 


; iby all the people, and even by the 


i (King himfelf, they caft not themfelves 


, jon the ground when they {peak to him, 


las the greateft in the Kingdom do, 


~jand the -King and perfons of higheft 
(Quality falute them firft: When thefe 
| Valapoins thank any one, they put their 
jhand to their forehead, and as to the 
,Jcommon people they falute them not 
,4atall: They are Apparelled like other 
| Siamoifes, excepting that their Sath 


~ 1 Palm 


lis yellow, their Legs and Feet naked, 
|they wear no Hats, they carry over 
their heads a Fan, made of a large 
leaf, tokeepthem from the Sun 
whichis very hot, they make but one 
meal a day , to wit in the morning, 
nd 
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and they eat at night perhaps fome 
few Figs, or other Fruits; they may 
leave when they will thei: 


and marry, having no other engage--)" 


of +s Le ¢ 

ment on them but onely to wear a 

lnuay Co f ae hia de Ani raat 
yellow Sath, and when they leave it, 

ont ar “4 8 37 # a ann By Bess = eee a OTT? 
they are at liber Ly 7 and Chis ma Kes them 
FF = a aa a a pm ~~], arrnare olin f} > 
10 numerous, that they are almoft one 
i l ; £ + ky est K 13 adn rr "Thar rhict 
tolird Of the Ningdom. that whic! 
| a | tae ae ~ a y ] > ae fo 
they ling in the Pagodes are fome fa- 


are, We muft all die, We are all mortal : 
The dead bodies are burnt, mmfical 
inftraments playing all the while ; 
thefe Funerals are very coftly, and after: 
the bodies are burnt of thofe that are 
dead, their afhes are put under great: 
Pyramids, all gilded with Gold, raifed 
about their Pagodes. The Talapoins 
practife a kind of Confeflion; for the 
Novices go at Sun rifing to proftrate 
themfelves, or fit on their Heels, mum- 
bling fome few, words, after which 
the old Talapoin lifts up his hand on 
the fide of his Cheek, and gives him 
a kindof Benediction ; whichdone, the 
Novice 
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..| Novice retires. When they preach, 
ind they exhort the People to be charita- 
ys ble to them, and fappofe themfelves 
avery able F Fellows, when they can cite 
fome paflages out of their ancient 
4) Books, written in the Baly Language , 
i,| Which is like the Latin amongft us; for 
i! this Language is fine and emp shatical, 
.dhaving its Conjugations like the La- 
ian: 
| - When the Szamozfes intend to marry, 
| the Man’s Kindred go firft to found the 
| Maid’s Kindreds Inclination, and when 
' | they have agreed on the bufinefs, the 
»,| Man’s Ages spe eg feven Boxes of 
, if Betel and Areit to the Maid’s Relati- 
ons, and mee they accept of ore 
“land they are already efeemed as ma 
| tied, yet it may be broke off. 
| Some days after the Man’s Relations 
"| prefent him, and he himfelf offers more 
™) Boxes than before, and then he re- 
mains in the Houfe of his Father-in-law, 
and this onely to fee the Maid, and to 
accuftome themfelves to one another, 
which lafts for two Months; after this 
PF the Parents meet, when they put in- 
a Purfe, one a Ring, and another 
Brace- 
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04 A Voyage to Siam. | 
Bracelets, and another Money; ther}, 
are others who lay pieces of Stuff co} 
the Table: .In fine, the moft ancier“* 
of the Company takes a lighted Torc:}!" 
arid carries it feven times round thes} 
Prefents, whileft all the Aflemb»it"! 
fhouts 5 wifhing it a happy Marriagee|" 
the Spoufe a long Life, and a petfeet 
Health; they afterwards eat and drin 
together, and fo the Marriage is finifhng™: 
As to the Portion, ’tis as in France! 
excepting that the young Man’s Relatti} 
ons carry his Money to the Maid’s Reldd 4 
tions; but all this turns to the famiq 
for the Maid’s portion is laid apart 
and the whole is given to the new mai 
ried Couple. 

If the Husband puts away his Wil 
without any form of Juftice, he lofd 
the Money that has been given him; jj 
he repudiates her by the Judge’s Se 
tence, who never refufes it, the Wan} Wi 
man’s Relations give him her portion; i ‘i 
there be any Children, the Boy followy| it 
the Mother, and the Girl the Fatherr} iil 
if there be two Boys, and two Girlid 4 
one Boy and one Girl live with the Faaj 
ther, and one of each with the Mother Mi 
A 
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; _ Asto ftrong places in the Kingdom, 
if | there’s Bancock, which is about two 
: 


anion 


DI 


yj Called Futhia, otherwife Siam, which is 
vj NEWLly fortified by an enclofure of brick 
4 Walls... Corfuma, a fronteer Town ly- 
ig ing near the Kingdom of Camboye is 
.q but a weak place, and fo is Tanaferin 
4 ON the fide of ALalabar, and fo are in- 
; : deed moft of his Places. 

| . As to their Souldiers, *twas not the 


hi 


i Mentioned. There is a Capital City 


ri 0 


i,q Cultome to pay them; but this prefent 
4 King having underftood that the Kings 
“| Of Europe payed their Men, intended 
“1 to have.done the like; but being infor- 
iq Ined by his Treafurers what an immente 
4 Summ ’twould coft him, by reafon of 
| the multitude of his Souldiers, he chan- 
| ged this pay into Rice, which he diftrj- 
buted to them, and they were there- 
with all well contented; for hereto- 
|| fore every Souldier was bound to fur- 
\ nifh himfelf with Rice at his own coft. 
au 
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"4 As to their Boats and Vellels, their 
, arges of State are the fineft in the 
| World, (being made of one piece of 
| pir 4 
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96 A Voyage to Siam | 
Timber,) and which are of a prodigzi 4; 
ous length, fome of them holding nez 1 
an hundred and fourfcore Rowers; thht) 
two ends are high raifed, all is giilly, 
with Gold, and neatly carved, and iii ,, 
the midft of them there is a kind c),, 
Throne, built like a Pyramid. 
Heretofore they had ‘onely Vefle:!},,, 
built like thofe of China, fome of whicc},,, 
they ufe ftill to go into Fapon, Chimh »,, 
and Tunquin, but the King has caufesg y, 
feveral to be built after the Europeaay,, 
fafhion, and has bought fome of thhf,, 
Englifh. There are about fifty Galliec,; 
to guard the River and Coaits; hiil,. 
Gallies are not like ours, there beinig,,, 
ut one Man to an Oar, and they ar, 
about forty, or fifty at moft, on eachij,. 
The King makes ufe of Moors, Chinoi\4), 
fesand Malabars for hisSeamen. Thig' 
Commanders of his Ships are cithezj,,: 
Englifh, or French, by reafon of the 


- the Nations unskilfulnefs. | 


He fends every five or fix years Vef 
fels to China, of which there are fron 
athoufand to fifteen hundred Tun, lav; 
den with Cloth, Coral, and divers o 
ther Commodities, from the Coafts oof" 
Coro 
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_ | Coromandel and Saratte, as Salt-petre, 
‘| Tin and Silver; he draws thence raw 
silks, Satins , "Tea, Musk , Rubarb, 
-Purcelins , Varnifht Works, -China- 

My 4 Wood, Gold, Rubies. They make 
nfe of feveral Roots in Phyfick, which 
‘Wturns much‘to their advantage. 

a The King fends to Fapon two or 
‘three fmall Veffels, laden with Mer- 

id chandife, there being no need of fen- 

i ding Money, fuch as Hides, of all sae 
Mwhich are good Commodities there, 
. for -which they fometimes receive 
hl yy edges of Gold and Silver, Copper, 
iil and all forts of Gold{miths W ork, as 

«!falfo Tea, ‘Cabinets, and other things. 
“He fends fometimes two or three to 

i) Tonquin, of three hundred Tun at far- 

Mj theft, with Cloth, Coral, Tin, Ivery, 

inl Pepper, Salt- -petre, and other Commo- 

lf dities of the Indies‘, for which he has 

il) Musk, raw Silks, vatnifht Wood, wedges 

iY of Gold. To Afacao the King fends 

}a Ship, for the moft part laden with 

wll4 the fame Merchandifes as to China. One 

C may fend there alfo to good advantage, 

i Fans of Gold, Silver, Silks and Arms, 

for which you receive the sei Mer- 

F handifes 
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_chandifes as at China, but not at cht 
-{ame rate. 
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At Laos the ufual Trade is carriecd \ 


on as. well by land as by water, fomec 
-time Flat Boats go there, in which arrg > 
fent Cloth and Linen of Saratte, amd 


the returns are Rubies, Musk, Gum} , 
Elephants Teeth, Rhinoceros Hornss} | 
Buftalos Skins, and here is great profit ; 
in this Trade, becaufe there’s no rifqud_ ; 


‘fo run. 


To Camboye the King fends fina ( 
Barks with Cloth, Swratee Linen, 
Kitchin, Utenfils which come from Che hd 
na, for which he has brought him Ele ; 
phants Teeth, Benjamin, three fort 
of Gums , Buffalo’s Skins, Nefts 
Birds for China, of which I {hall {pearl 
hereafter. 

They fometimes fend to Cochinchines 
but feldom,;. for this People is untrac 


table, being moft of them unfaithful 


which hinders Commerce; they carry) 
when they go, Silver of Fapon, to gree 
Profit, yell ow Wax, Rice, Lead, Sali 
petre, red and black Cloth 1 hite Li 
nen, Vermilion and Quick-filver. 

For which they have raw Silk, Suge 
car 
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candied, Birds Nefts, which are made 
like thofe of Swallows, found on Rocks 
by the Sea-fide, they. are a good Com- 
modity for China, and feveral other 
places, for thefe Nefts being well 
wathed and dried, they become as hard 
as horn, and they are put into Broths; 
they are of admirable virtue to the 
fick and languifhing perfons, and to 
thofe who are troubled with pains in 
their Stomach, I have brought fome of 
them into France. 

When there’s no Veflel to be had at 
Fret, they fend one to Suratte, la- 
den with Copper, Tin, Salt-petre, 
Elephants Teeth, Japon Wood, and 
feveral other Merchandifes which come 
from other parts of /ndia, and the re- 
turns are Linen-cloth, and other Eu- 
ropean Commodities, when there comes 
none from Siam. 

Yow may alfo trade to the Coafts of 
Coromandel, Malabar and Bengala, the 
Commodities are Elephants, Tin, Salt- 
petre, Copper, Leads and the returns 
are Linen of all kinds. 

There is feldom any trade to Borneo; 
this is an Ifle near that of Fava, wee 
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the returns are Pepper, Dragons bloud, 
white Camphire, yellow Wax, Geld, 
Pearl, Diamonds, the beft in the World. 

The Prince that poflefles this land 
is not willing to permit a Trade, fea- 
ring always fome furprife, and will fuf- 
fer no European to fettle in his Coun- 
tries. There have been fome French 
Merchants there, for he trufts them ra- 
ther thanany-other Nation. 

There is alfo a Trade driven to 77- 
mor, an I{le near the AZolucques, whence 
is drawn yellow and white Wax, Gold, 
Slaves, ec. and thither is fent Linen of 
Suratte, Lead, Elephants Teeth Pow- 


der, {trong Waters, fome fort of Arms, 


red. and black Cloth, and Silver. The 
People here are peaceable,and negotiate 
fairly. Here are a great many Portuguefes. 

As totheCommodities of Sam, there 
is onely Tin, Lead, Ivory, :Skins of 
wild Beafts and Elephants; there will 
be {tore of Pepper in time, that is to 
fay, the next Year, L’arrek, tron, good 
quantity of Rice, but you may find 
here Commodities from all the places 
before mentioned, and very. cheap. 
Here are brought pieces of Englifh © 
Cloth, 
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Cloth, and Searges, Coral and Amber, 
Cloth from the Coafts of Coromandel 
and Suratte, Money in Piaftres which 


are truckt;. but as.I now faid. moft 
9 


being brought few Goods, for the Ships 
that were wont to come here, came not 
the laft year; fo that here’s little to 
be found, all being in the King and-his 
Minifters Hands, who. fell for what 
they pleafe. | 

The Kingdom of Siam is near three 
hundred Leagues Long, without recko- 
ning the. Tributary Kingdoms, to wit, 
Camboges, Gehor, Patavi, Queda, 6. 
It’s bounded northward by the King- 
dom of Pegu, and by the Sea of Ganges ; 
on the fide of the Weft, and from the 
South by the little Strait of Afalaca , 
which was-taken from the King of S:- 
am by the Portuguefes, who have been 
Matters of it near fixty years; the Hrol- 
landers have taken it from them, and 
are the prefent Mafters of it; on the 
Eaft it’s bounded by the Sea, and by 
the Mountains which divide it from 
Camboges and Laas. 
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The fituation of this Kingdom is ad 


between two Seas, which open the paf- 
(age to fo many vaft Regions, its Coafts 

five hundred Leagues round, and 
every where acceflible, from Japon, 
China, the Philippin \lands, Tonquin, 
Tochinchine , Siampa, Camboge, Fava, 
Colconde, Bengala, and from all the 
Coafts of Coromandel, Perfia, Suratte, 
Arabia and Europe ; and therefore the 
Countrey is capable of a great Com- 
merce, would the King permit all peo- 
ple to. come and trade there as hereto- 
fore. : 
The Kingdom is divided into eleven 
Provinces, to wit, that of Siam, Tana- 
ferin, Fofalam, Reda, Pra, For, Paam, 
Parana, Ligor and Stama, Thefe Pro- 
vinces had heretofore the Quality of 
Kingdoms, but are all now under the 
fole power of the King of Siam, who 
fets Governours over them. 

There are fome which may retain 
the Name of Principalities, but the 
Governours depend on the King, and 
pay him Tribute, Séam is the princi- 
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ipal Province of this Kingdom, the Ca- 
+ | pital ge: is firuated fourteen degrees 
{and an half of latitude northward, on 
{| the fide of a iad and ftately River, 
i and Vefiels laden come up to the a 
of | which lies above forty Leagues diftan 
_|from the Sea, and reaches above ews 
4 - | hundred Leagues up the Countrey, and 
4 By this means it leads into part of the 
|| Provinces , which 1 have above menti- 
joned. This River abounds with Fifh, 
:| and its fides are weil peopled, a Ithough 
it BES lie under water one part of the 
| Year. The Earth is indifferently fruit- 
| fall, but ill dreft, the inundation pro- 
| ceeds from great Rains, which fall for 
sf three or four Months together, which 
4 makes their Rice grow apace, fo that 
| the longer the inundation latts , the 
| more Rice they gather; and fo far are 
| they from complaining, that their grea- 
fl teft fear is of dry weather. There are 
wt feveral lands lie untilled, for want of : 
i | Inhabitants, which has happened by 
,| the preceding Wars, and:they being 
enemies to ‘labour, "they love onely 
thofe things that are eafie,; fo that 
1 thofe Plains and Forefts which are. £0 
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be feen on the Mountains ferve for a 
retreat to Elephants, Tygers, and wil 
Cows, Deer, and Rhinocero’s, and.o 
ther Animals, which are here in greatt 
quantities, 

As to Plants and Fruits, there are fe-- 
veral in the Countrey, but which are 
not of great ufe, and which cannot be: 
eafily brought over, by reafon of the: 
Jength of the way. There are no Birds: 
but what we have in Europe, excepting: 
one like a Black-bird, which counter 
feits the laughing of a Man, his finging: 
and whiltling; the Fruits the molt eftee-. 
med are Durions, they have a very; 
{trong fcent, which does not agree with: 
every body, but as to their tafte tis: 
excellent. This fruit is very hot and! 
dangerous to ones health, if a Man eats: 
much of it. There is a great Nut,, 


about which is a kind of Cream fhut in. 


arine, which my Palate.could .never 
approve of, 

Mango is in this Countrey.in prodi- 
gious quantities, and this is the beft 
Fruit in the Jzdies, of an exquifite talte, 
no Ways Incommoding, unlefs a Man 
eats too much of. them, then indeed 
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| A Vyage to Siam. 10g 
“4 they may caufea Fever ; it’s like an Al- 
“| mond, but as big as a large Pear. 
“\) "The Mangoultan is a Fruit like a 
“S4 green Nut, which has within it a white 
Fruit, of a fharp and pleafant tafte, 
) like that of a Peach or Plum, it's very 
“| cold, and yet ftringent. 
‘| The Jacques is a great Fruit.whickh 
"\ is very good, but hot, and cautes Fluxes 
l) in the Bowels when one eats of it with 
“ol excefs. 
| The Nana is like the Durion, that is 
‘| to fay, in refpect of its Skin, it has at 
("| ts end..a crown of leaves, like the Ar- 
“ll tichoke; its meat is very good, tafting 
‘iil) like a Peach and Apricock together ; 
| it's very hot and ftrong, which makes 
it") it commonly eaten foakt in Wine. 
| The Figs are a {weet Fruit of a kind 
Mth} nature, yet fomewhat phlegmatick, 
it] there are of them all the year long. 
| The Ate is a very good {weet Fruit, 
| and does no hurt; there are who efteem 
| it more than all the Fruits in the Jadies. 
| Theré are Oranges of all kinds, which 
| are very good. 


{ 





The Pataie isa very good Fruit, but 
the Tree which bears it lives onely two 
years. FP 5 The . 
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| The Penplemoufe is a wholefome: 
Fruit which is like the Orange, butt 
of a fharper tafte. There are feverall 
other Fruits which are not fo good.. 
| They began fome years paft to fow 
; Corn in the high Countries, near the: 
i Mountains, which comes up well, and! 
Is very good. 

As alfo Vines which have been feverall! 
times planted, but to little purpofe,, 
being eaten up to the roots, by a fort: 
of Ants. 

There area great many Sugar Canes: 
which yield abundance, as alfo To- 
bacco, which the Siamoifes eat with 
Arrek and Lime. | 

As tothe Arrek, the Siamoifes efteem: 
this Fruit more than any other, for 
this is their common food; there is: 
{ach a great quantity of it, that the 
Markets are full of it; and a Siamosfe 
would think himfelf guilty of a great 
undecency, fhonld he fpeak to any one 
without having his mouth full of Arrek, 
Betel, or Tobacco. | 

There is no City in the Eaft, where 
ts {een more different Nations, than 
in the Capital Town of Siam, and 

where 
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none but Englifh, French, Moors and 
Chinoifes who dwell in the Town, all the 
other Nations being lodged round about. .; 


it in Camps, each Nation by them- 
felves , who, fhould they comeall of 


them into one body, would take 
up as much room as the Town does ; 
but the reafons I before mentioned 
hinder molt ftrange Nations to come 
and bring any thing with them. 
The people are obliged to ferve 
the King four months inthe year, and: 
longer if he needs them; he gives 


‘| them no pay, they being obliged to 


keep themfelves; and therefore the 


| Women work to maintain theix Hult... 


bands. 
Asto the Officers, from the greateft 


th! Lords of the Court, tothe meaneft of ; 


| the Kingdom , the King onely allows: 







them fome fmall gratifications, being 


b{ as mmch flaves as the reft, and this 
i") faves a great deal of money. As to 
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108 A Voyage to Siarn. | 
far diftant Provinces whofe Inhabitantss} tk 
do not actually ferve, each fingulan 
‘perfon pays hima Tribute. I arrived] 
at a time when the Countrey was wholly 
under water, the Town feemed the 
more pleafant for it; the Streets are 
very long, large and ftreight, theres} 
are On both hands’ Houfes built -on: 
Piles, and Trees planted round out 
them, which makes a fine fight, andi} 
you cannot go to them but in a Boat ;;} ¢ 
you would think you fee at one lookr} x 
a City, a Sea anda vaft Foreft, where: 
are feveral Pagodes, which are theirt| 


Ll 


| 
Churches, moft of which are gilded;; 
about thefe Pagodes there are ie 
like Church-Yards, planted with Trees, | } 
which are for the moft part Fruit- 
Trees, the Honfes of the Talapoins 
are the biggeft and fineft; and are very 
numerous. | 

This Countrey*is wholfomer than 
any of the Indies; the. Siamoifes are 
commonly well fhap’d, although all-of 
them have tanned Countenances,._ they 
are welliized, their Hair black, which 
they wear {hort by-reafon of the heat, 
they Batheoften, which contributes to 

; the 
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A Foyage to Siam. 10g 
the prefervation of their health; the 
Europeans. who dwell there do the 
fame to avoid ficknef$: They go a- 
bout all their bufinefs in Barges, du- 
ring the Inundations, which lafts fix 
or feven months together. 

The King rifes in the morning, and 
holds a great Council about. ten of the 
Clock; wherein all affairs are treated 
of, which, being ended his Phyficians 
aflemble to know the ftate of his health, 
and he afterwards goes to Dinner ;” he 
makes but one real Meal a day, and after 
Dinner he withdraws into his Apart- 
ment, where he fleeps two.ar three 
hours, and ’tis not known about what 
he imploys himfelf the reft of the time, 
it not being permitted his Officers to 
enter into his Chamber. About ten 
at night he holds another privy Coun- 
cil, where there are feven or eight 
Mandarins of thofe which are moft in 
his favour ; which Council. lafts till] 
mid night : Afterwards he has Hiftories 


4] Or -Verfes made after their manner 
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read to him, to divert him, and com- 
monly after this Council, Mr. Conftans 
tarries with him alone, to whom he 
opens 
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opens his whole mind, the King being: i 
fenfible of his vaft parts, his Conver--}!4 
fation pleafes him, and he feldom cani | 
get away till three of the clock in the} ) 
morning; and this is the manner off} 
the King’s living.’ At certain times he: |"; 
takes pleafure in hunting, as Ialready; | * 
obferved ; heis alwayswell dreft: He>}i0 
has no other Children, but a Daughter, | # 
who is called the Princefs Queen, off}! 
twenty feven or twenty eight years off Hoy 
age, the King greatly loves her; I wass} 
told fhe was a handfome woman, butt} ‘i 
fhe has never’ been feen by any men,, | 
fhe eats in the fame place and at the; }%i 
fame time. her Father does, but at, ai}! 
Table apart, and fhe is ferved by;}¥u 
Women, who are always proftrate im}! 
her prefence. Gi 

This PrincefS has her Court con- le] 
fitting of A4azdarins Ladies, who fee: np 
her every day; and fhe holds a Councill | 
with her Women about her own affairs ;.}! 
fhe diftributes Juftice to thofe belong- ty 
ing to her, and the King having givem}'‘! 
her Provinces, fhe maintains her Courte| ‘i 
with the Revenue. -It has happened} 
that when her Women have been pro- 
ved 
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io) ved guilty of great flanders, or revea- 
it] Ung Secrets of great importance, fhe 
| Has made their mouths be fowed up. 
we] . Beforeethe death of the Queen her 
«t| Mother, the was as ’tis {aid inclinable 
wy) tO great feverities; the goes fometimes 
j| @ Hunting with the King, but ’tis in 
\;| @ Curious Chair placed on an Elephant, 
| and where though fhe is not feen, yet 
gl fhe beholds all that pafles. There are 
» (| Horfemen who march before her to 
im] Clear the way, and if there be any 
;| One in the road that cannot foon get 
.,| Out, he proftrates himfelf on the ground 
»| On his face. She is all day fhut up with 
j her Women, diverting her felf with no 
y,{ work, her drefs is plain and light, 
|| her Legs bare, fhe has light Pumps on 
“| her feet, always bare headed, and wears 
| her Hair not pafling four or five Fingers 
“long: She is a great lover of fweet 
‘| {cents, anointing her Head with oil; 
") for in thofe Countries their Hair muft 
fs look fhining, to be fine; fhe Bathes 
) every day, which is the cuftome of all 
HY) Indians, as well men as women: I 
v") have learnt all thisof Madam Conftans, 
"| who oft makes her Court to her. All 
"I the 
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i the Women which arein her Chamber: 5 
1 are always proftrate with their faces om f;, 
the ground in arank; the ancientelt are:} 
| neareft her, and. they have the liberty}, 
| to look on the Princefs, which meni} , 
) have not in reference to the King, be: | ‘ 
they of what quality they will, for as 
long as they are in his prefence,. theyy}. 
Hal lye proftrate on the ground, even whem}, 
Ws), they {peak to him. 3 ti 
Hii) The King has-two Brothers. The:},” 
King’s Brethren here are next Heirs off}, 
the Crown, to the Exclufion of hiss}, 
Children. When he goes out to Huntt}™ 
Sl or walk, notice-is given to all Euro--} * 
ee peans not tobe inthe way, unlefs they; 
will lye. proftrate on the ground. Aue 
while before he goes out of his Palacee} 
| you hear the Trumpets found andij™ 
Drums beat. who march before. thee}; 
King ; at this noife the Souldiers wha}. 
ftand in a row, proftrate- themfelves,,}°’ 
B)| their foreheads to the ground, with)” 
rl) | their Muskets under them ; ‘they. aree}’” 
| in this pofture as long as the Kings} 
can fee them on his Elephant, ,wheree}" 
he is placed ina clofe gilt Chair ; thee 
Horfe-Guard which attends him, whickh}™ 
con} 
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| confifts of Moors. is about.forty , all 
| the King’s Houfhold are on foot, fome 
‘behind and fome on one fide, holding 
“their hands clofed, and thus foliow 
“i him. 
“| There are fome of the principal 
»"| Mandarins. who follow him on Ele- 
““| phants, ten or twelve Officers who car- 
jry Umbrellas about the King, . and 
i“ there. are.onely thofe who do not pro- 
\{trate themfelves, for at the fame mo- 
“iment that the King ftops, all.the other 


‘SM fall down on their faces, and even thofe 


“| that are on Elephants.. .. 3 
As to,the manner which the King 
of Siam obferves in.the reception of 
"| Ambafladors, as.thofe of Tonquin, Co- 
Nchinchine, Colconda, Malas, Fava, and 
“other Kingdoms; he receives them in 
Na. great Hall covered with Tapeftry, 
“ithe chief men. of the, Kingdom. being 
‘in another Hall which ftands lower, 
and the Officers of lefler quality in 

‘another, lower than the former, all of 
i them prottrate on Tapeftry in expecta- 
Neltion of the King’s appearance af a 
it! window: which is over. againft them 5 
the Hall wherein. the Ambafladors 
' mult 
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- mult be is raifed about ten or twelve n 
feet, and diftant from this Hall thirty by 
feet ; tis known the King is ‘upon ap-~- fei 
pearing by the noife of Trumpets), he: 
Drums and other Inftruments: Thee}, 
Ambafladors are behind a wall which ul 
enclofes this Room in expectation off mn 
the King’s coming, and the Minifter?sshy. 
orders, which the King fends Dy fis, 
one of the Officers offhis Chambery, by | 
according to the quality of the Am-by} 
bafladors; after the Minifters have thee}, 
King’s command, the door of the Hall if 
is opened, and then the Ambafladorsé WD 
appear with their Interpreters, andi}: 


the Officer of the King’s. Chamber,, hy, 


who ferves for a’ Mafter of Ceremonies, te 


and precedes them on his knees, hiss} ) 
hands clofed ; the Ambaflador with hiss}yj’ 


Interpreters follows him in the fame}, 
pofture, with great modefty, till he is: n 
come one half of the way where he iss}, 


Co go, and then bows himfelf three: }g. 


times, and fo continues going to the: |. 
neareft corner of the Halls where the: hh, 
Guards are, and then he begins to)}j.’ 
bow again; there is a Table between}, 
the King and the Ambaflador, aboutt}), 


. a : 0 
e1g ne} 














A Voyage to Siam. 115 


‘Yeht foot diftant, where lye the Pre- 
Jbnts, which the Ambaffador brings 
he King, and between this Table and 
Nine Ambaflador’s there is a Afandarin 
lliyho receives the King’s words : in this 
iall are the King’s Minifters, diftant 
‘rom the Ambaffaéors about three 
lMaces, and the Captain of the people, 
i yhence the Ambaflador is, between him 
iilnd the Minifters, the King begins ro 
neo firft, and not the Ambaflador, 
iwhrdering his Minifters to enquire of 
Hilthe Ambaflador, when he parted from 
withe Prefence of his Mafter, whether 
ullhe King and all the Royal Family be 
iin health, to which the Ambaflador 
visinfwers what?s fitting, by his Interpre- 
liter, the Interpreter tells it the Cap- 
jistain of the Nation (as they call it ) 
itpf which the Ambaflador:is, the Cap- 
: (tain to the Barcalon, and .the Barcalon 


wito the King. After this the King. 


yepffers fome queftions about two or 
‘three Points concerning the Ambaila- 
, dor 5 and afterwards the King orders 
‘ ithe next Officer to the Table to give 
nl Berel to the Ambaflador, which is the 
wfign to prefent him a Veit, and im- 
, | mediately 
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A Voyage to Siam. 
mediately the:King retires with tif 
noife of Drums and Trumpets, auf" 
her Inftruments:»: The Ambaflado 
firll Audience pafles between him auf 
the Minifter, who examines the Lertid*# 
and the Prefents of the Prince w 
has fent them: Fhe Ambaflador de 
not prefent the Letter to the Kim}! 
but to the Minifter, after fome daft 
of Council held on this fubjec. Ml 
When they. be -Ambaffadors: of Tig 
dependant Kings, as of the Countriipilt 
of: Perfia, the Great Adogol, the Exapl 
perour of Chizaor Japon, they are refill 
ceived: ini this following manner: HS) 
The Grandees of the firft and fecont’ 
rank go to the foot of the winda 


i Ny 
‘ i 
" 






I 
where the King is, to. proftrate them 
felves according to. their qualities. co} it 
Tapeftry , when thofe. of the. thiregly 
fourth and fifth rank, are in a lowectli 
Hall, and expect the King’s comingoly 
who appears at a window which je: pt 
out of awall, and is raifedten Foott} tp 
the Ambafladors are in a place: ovii 
of the Palace, expecting the Matte 
of the Ceremonies, who comes an 
receives them, and there are the fam 
Ceree} 
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leremonies ufed which Thave already : 
4entioned. The Ambaflador entring \ 
, #to the Palace, puts his hand upon | 
pi@S head, marches through two Halls | 
op the Stairs, which are over againit 1 
jig window where the King is; and | 
wien he is there, he claps one knee i 
.j the ground, and then immediately | 
ydoor is opened that he may appear } 
“fore the King , and the fame Cere- 
; (nies are practifed which I have al- \ 
ye@dy denoted. There is a Golden | 
»qatter on the ‘Table,. wherein lyes the 
jgtter tranflated and open, having 
den received by the Minifters: fome 
_ jys. before in a Hall appointed for 
jw@t purpofe. When the Ambaflador 
jin his place the Minifter’s Deputy 
; es the Letter, and reads it aloud s 
ich done , the King asks the Am- 
dilador fome queftions by his Minifter, 
» Minifter by the Captain of the 
~ption ,. and the Captain by the In- 
preter, as I have already obferved. 
) jtdaving learnt this manner of recei- 
“pe Ambafladors, which did not feem . 
‘«@eeable to. the greatnefs of the :Mo- 
keh by whom’! was fent , I defired 
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118 A Voyage to Siam. 
two AMandarins who attended me: 
the King’s order, to. inform him ttl 
i entreated him I might have the fzap\y 
reception which Ambafladors are wg 
to have in France, which was gram} {i 




















me in the manner I related. ft 
Departure from the Road of Siat a 


Having given fome account of |i 
Religion, Manners, Cuftomes andi}; 
tuation of the Kingdom of Samm}, 
come now to relate my departty)) 
which was on ‘the twenty feconcd} >), 
December, 1685. " 

We hoifted Sail at three of the mia, 
ning with a good Northern wind, whit, 
continued all along the Coafts of C-4\j. 
boge, which is a Kingdom adjoyiij,; 
to that of Siam, and Cochinchine.. “Vy 
People of thefe two Kingdoms Ih 
the fame belief, and live after the £144; 
manner. There paft nothing remm4y,. 
able to the Strait of Banca, wheel); 
ran on ground, on the fide of ami}}, 
called Zucapara, on a Muddy thy 
where there were but three fathom), 
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it) water, and our Veffel required above 
al\fixteen ; this did not much diftarb me, 
"4 though it did much the Ships Crew, 
iit whom I fent to found about the Vet. 
yi fel, I caufed- a finall Anchor to be 
|brought, to which there was a Cable, 
jand we got off this bank in lefs than 
«jfive hours, and though I had a good 
*|Dutch Pilot, yet I canfed this Strait 
ito be often founded; I continued my 
ijcourfe and arrived at Bantam the 
it) cleventh of January, 1686.° As foon 
jas 1 had caft Anchor there, I fent an 
will Officer of my Ship to Complement the 
(iil} Governour, and to have freth provi- 
\fions. He fent me for a Prefent fix 
iy Oxen, Fruits and Herbs, and I re- 
mained in thisRoad but thirty hours. 
‘We weighed Anchor on the twelfth 
lat night, but the calm overtook us, 
tabics obliged us to caft Anchor. 


{ 
[ 

4p 
wit tl 


! be we had all that day calms and con. 
i@trary winds, but at night there arofe 
a fall wind , which made us double 
jilthe point of Bantam, and pafs the 

Strait of Sonda in lefS than eight hours: 
ak was obliged to land at the Ifle of 


Prince, 


i( 
if 
1, 

6 


|. Onthe thirteenth I weighed Anchor, 
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Strait, in expectation of ‘the Afaliimjhi 
Frigat, which could not follow us, bri 
at length joyned us. 

On the fourteenth 1 held on my courrf 
directly for the Cape of Good Hopat le 
with a favorable Nerth wind and Norttfit 
North-Eaft. The twenty third at brezaj ia 
of day having made: about an ‘hundrec¢ it 
and’ fifty Leagues. we faw ‘the’ Ifles «ql 
Holy. Crofs, which furprifed us, bee}th 
caufe the evening before | caufed thi te 
Pilots point: to be fhowed me, whhgitr 
told me to be at fartheft; but "fifteeeh hi 
se of Latitude Southward, amg lit 

twenty of Longitude. MN 

This Ifland lyes very low, and haigi 
it been three or four hours in the nighiq it 
we had certainly run on ground , buof kt 
it pleafed God to preferve us. Wi 0 
attributed this error to the Tides whicc} iin 
ran again{t us; we paft this Ifle quick, 
ly, the wind blowing hard, and corn} ltt 
tinued our courfe. The Sea is ful! 
of Fifhin thefe parts, and there are 41; 
great many Birds, the weather was fairs} hil 
and we every day made thirty, forty}: 
fifty. Leagues; we were diverted bo}: 
plea 
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(ia pleafant game we faw carried on by | 
ui the Albucorps and Bonnitres, and a {mall | 
|Fith called a flying-fifhh, who when he | 
| fees himfelf purfued, gets out of the | 
ya Water, and flyes as long as his wings . ik & 
Ww} are moift, which may. be as far per- | 
i haps as the flight of wild Ducks; F 
ni] but there is a Bird which carries.a great 
jf feather in its Tail, longer than the 
others by half a foot, and which has : 
1 the form and almoft the colour of a | 


| 
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,  feldom fails being taken. 





_4us to ply our Pumps to clear it of 
") water, 
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“EUL A.FVoyage to Siam: 
On the ninteenth the Weather grevidn 


fair, and gave us leafure to fet to saci bin 


4 


what the Sea had difordered. The firi 
night wherein this bad weather hap 
pened, the Frigat that was with m 
left us, the rendefvonz being at thy 
‘Cape of Good Hope. Keeping on om 
courfe we had more hard weather, whiccif py 
‘much. .incommoded us, the. waves beaad i 
ting againft our Ship. in fuch a mann} jy 
ner as threatened. great danger. ' 
On the tenth of Adarch, about twedt 
hours after noon, we. perceived a Veth} yp; 
fel, at, firft [thought it was that whic:i i, 
had left.me, but coming nearer, wid 
faw her carrying Englifh Colours, anod; 
being willing to hear News, and fap 
pofing ‘fhe came from Europes I cannd: 
up to her, and {ent out my long Bozalf 
with ah Oihicer, ro know-if.there werrty. 
any :Wars, for when a man has bee: 
‘long at Sea, one knows not whom t 
truft.; word was brought me ’twas aal} 
‘Englith Merchant-Man, who. had.paiiis 
ted from “London five months fincedsy 
and had touched nowhere, and the)» 
he intended ftreight for Tonguoin, thea} \y 
the Captain had told him that therr}, 
Wi 
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itihwas no. War «in France , and that all 
irene was at Peace “but yet there 
ilhad been fome apni in England 
‘occafioned by the pete of Monmouth; 
Hf who had placed himfelf at the Head of 
iliten or twelve thoufand men,but that the 
iil King’s Troops. had routed them, and 
iijtaken him Prifoner ; and that he was 
ib beheaded, and feveral of his Followers 
til hanged, and fo this rebellion was ended. 
|He alfo told us that he had feen Land 
iti the day before feven Leagues off, which 
ili made us judge that we were thirty or 
i thirty five Leagues off of it. Weheld 
.i@ On Our courfe the reft.of the day and 
: if night, and the next morning at ten 
(i) Of the clock we {pied Land, feven or 
‘ail eight: Leagues off us ; 1 founded and we 
ded fourfcore fathom and upward, 
we clapt on all our Sail to endeavour 
to get before night to the Cape of 
Good Hope; the. next morning at 
aon! of day we faw it and doubled 
jy it; about ten of the clock we efpied 
' if 2 Veflel windward of us, and drawing 
id near-we found *twas the Erigat, which 
‘ left us near the Ifle of AZaurice;, this 
was the fecond time we met after our 
G 2 fepa- 
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feparation, both together at the placeabiia 
of our appointment , which feldorrm)) 
happens on the Sea. When I waashté| 
ready to caft Anchor the wind blewsjj: 
fo hard againft us, that I was forcecd)gi: 
to tack about and Anchor at the Ifleehsiy 
Of Robins, which is about three Leahy, 
gues from the Fort of the Cape 5. thee}; 
next morning being the thirreenth ovffg, 
‘March we weighed Anchor, and wenttlij)) 
and rode.near the Fort, where I arrivecd}y;) 
about two of the clock: I found thereel; 
nine Veflels which came from Batavias,\ye\\ 
and were bound for Europe. 1 fent theehy, 
Chevalier Crbors to Complement: thee}f;,, 


Governour, and to ask his leave tod}, 


fend eight or ten fick people’on fhoar;,} », 
and take in frefh: water and neceflaryy|y,. 
Provifions. He received refpedctfullyy|j) 
my Complement, and bid:the Officert jy, 
tell me, Iwas Mafter, andthat I might Nis, 
do what I pleafed. © Arriving there im, 
Autumn, wherein all Fruits are good,, jj. 
he fent me Melons, Grapes and Salads. }yj), 
I faluted the Fort with feven Cannon 3;}jj, 
for the King’s order is to: falute then),), 
Forts firft, and they! were exactly an--}», 
wered, The Veffehwhich carried the: }j,. 

Admi--} 
























| 
| 
| 


ujAdmiral’s Flag, faluted me afterwards 
(with feyen pieces, and I-returned hiny ‘| 
lithe fame Civility... There were in this H 
iiFleet three flag Ships, to wit, the Ad- i | 
imiral, Vice- Admiral and Counter-Ad- 
:lidmiral. ‘The Fruit which was .fent me | ome 
inwere sipelent good, as. well as the Sa- | 
sihads’ and fo were the Melons and: 
Grapes; 1 went todand, and walked 
lin: their Garden , which made me re- | 
rimember thofe in France, for as I alrea- | 
th fe faid ,..’twas.a very "fine one, and’ 
wigvell kept ; the great: quantity of Pulfe 
‘erowing there is very. gratefull to Sea- 
iitfarih g Men ;the:Governour was no Nig- 
elgand, ofdering ns what: we pleafed. 
fy sh He is-a Man-of fenfe, and well:be- 
scomes the placeihe halds, in which ’tis 
(lifaad, af he remains long, ‘he will make 
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«his Fortune: “When there be any Hol- 
«wtaaders that will dwell there, he gives 
a ve as muclp Land asthey will, builds 
withem-a»Houfe:, gives them Oxen for 
Ala, and all other Cattel and Uten- 
fils of Husbandry that are neceflary, 
yh. which is valued, and when they 
are able they pay. the Company for’ 
ut hem. They are obliged to fell all the 
| Ge 3; Fruits 



















































































remain whole months there, accordin 
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: 
Fruits of their Lands to-the Company“ 
at a certain price, which is-advante ji 
zious to'both parties.’ The Wine thea} f* 
they buy of them for ixteen Crowns aaj ” 
Hogthead, they fell for an‘hundred ty” 
ftrangers, and to their own Fleets whic 
pafs this way; that is to fay, to tlh 
Seamen who drink it on the {fpot, Sheee 
and Oxen are fold alfo proportionabliy 
which brings a great Revenue: to thhp\' 
Company; and makes their Fleets ro 
frefh themfelves.at {mall charge, an 









to their occafions. 
hen lL arrived; °twas not long fineg “ 
the Governour ‘was <'returned from | {* 
Difcovery which he -hademade of Goi} ti 
and Silver Mines. ’Tis:faid that the:y a 
are many, and that they: licveafie ‘arn} « 
fhallows » He was two hundred and fifty 
Leagues up the! Countrey ; he carrice 
along with him® three! or four Oxtaay 
tots! who fpake Dutch, who Jeadshim 14} 0 
the next Nation, which was likewife O)4 1 
tantofts, and took others in his'way: FA 
met with near nine different Nation 3 
or forts of People; fome of which Ii} ': 
took along with him; according. as Ei} ty 
change 
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changed the People, to make himfelf 
underftood; he has, [am told, gotten 
great light in what he aimed at; he 
fays the laft Nation is the moft ‘po- 
lifhed, and that they came before hinr: 
Men and Women dancing, being all 
clothed with the skins of Tygers, which 
hung down to their Feet. He brought 
q.one of thefe Ourantofts, whom he has 
4 caufed to be taught Dutch, to retura 
thither the next Year. All thefe feve- 
ral People have many Cattle, and this 
is their Revenue. The Governour had ° 
with him fifty Souldiers , a Painter to 
draw colours of Beafts, Birds, Ser- 
pents, and fuch Plants as he fhould find 
one to obferve the courfe they took, 
and a Pylot, for they went always by 
the Compafs, and drove along with 
them three hundred Oxen, to carry 
their Provifions, and draw fourteen or 
fifteen Carts; when they met with any 
Mountains'they difmounted their Car- 
riages, and took out whatfoever was 
therein, and loaded the Oxen with ic, 
and thus pafled over them. Being ad- 
vanced in the Countrey, they were 
three or four. days before they could 
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nd any Water, which much incom-- 
moded them ; he was five Months and: 
an half in this Journey. 

He met with feveral wild Bea” Ss, and! 
fays that the Elephants are Monfters re 
far exceeding in bignefs thofe of the. 


Indies; as alfo Rhinocero’s of a rodi-: | 
y) ; 


gious fize. He faw one with which he: 
thought he fhould have been killed ; 
for when this Animal is in a fury, there 


4s NO weapon .can {top him, his Skin is;| 


hard, and a Mufquet thot cannot pierce 
iC; they have two Horns which grow 
together in the Skin of this Animal. 
The Abode’ I made at the Cape fur- 
nifhed me with Fifh during the time of 


Lent, J fawa Whale of the largeft Lizes | 


{ think which came within lefs than a 
Piftol fhot of our Veffel > there were al. 


fo {tore of Birds, which gave us the |. 


fame diverfion as thofe which I have 
already mentioned. 
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A Poyagesto Siam. 


Fournal of the Way L 
made from Siam to the 


Cape of Good Hope.. 


parted from the Road for™ 
Bantam the twenty fecond of 


tit] December, 1685. 


weit | December. 


Leagues:- 


wi] The 22. I made to the South quar- 


| > ter: South Eaft ° 30 
«| 23. Tothe South South Eaft 192 
i] 24. South Eaft quarter of South: 17} 
,| 25. South Eaft quarter of Ealt 5 
(4| 26. Same 20 
\| 27. South quarter South Eaft’ 27 


i¢| 28. South halfiquarter of South Ealt 42 
ye| 29. South quarter of SouthWeft: 35 
| 30, South South Weft. 6: 
| 31. South 3: 
| 
| anuarys 
| 1. South 2 : 35° 
jz, South Eaft quarter of South 172 
G. 5 3, Souths. 
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| 
| 
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January. Leagues: 
3. South AA 
4. South * a 

5. South 

6. South 

7. South Eaft quarter of Eaft 

8. Eaft South Eaft’ ~~ 

9. South 

10. South Welt quarter of Sotth ° 
11. South quarter of South Eaft. y 
12, South 

13. South 

a4. South South Weft 

ag. South Welt; hett Tas 
16. South Weft quarter of South- 
17. South South weft : 

18. South 

19. Strait of Banca to. 

20. South quarter of South Eaft 
21. South | 

22. South and South Eaftito Bantam 
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Way from Stam 'to' Bantam | 
422 Leagues. 
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Departure from Bantam, to the 


Cape 


of Good Hope, 


12 March; 1686. 


From Bantam to the Ifle of Prince’ 25 
Made to the Seuth Welt - 26+ 
The fame pac 
To the Weft South Weft ° 18 
South Weft quarter of Weft © 243 
South Welt i 
South Weft quarter Welt 24 
Welt South Welt 30: 
The fame 3¢ 
South South Weft 242 
Weft South Weft 20 
Same 42% 
Same 2g¥. 
Same 27 
866 Leagues. 

South Weft quarter-of Weft: ~' 16 
Weft South. Weft 20} 


South Weft quarter Weft - 


12 Of Afarch. 
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Weft South Weft 





















The fame 37 

The fame - 25 

south Weft quarter Weft 24. 

Welt South Weft 3 

The fame 49 

The fame 51 

‘Fhe fame 51 

The fame 46 

Weft quarter South Weft 40 

The fame : 30 

Weft South Weft 46 

The fame 60 

south Weft quarter Weft 56 

South Weft 42 

Welt quarter South Weft § 

Ha Weft — 43 
eat Welt quarter South Weft 3 
Au} Che fame Lo 
Weft South Weft 19 

Weft quarter South Weft 31 

The fame 33 

‘The fame 18 

Weft quarter North Weft 10 

Weft half quarter South Weft 20 

Weft quarter South Weft 16 

| 1796 Leagues 





1.796 
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1796 Leagues. 


, fo the Weft quarter South Welt 
4 Welt South Weft 


(0 Welt 
i Welt 


Welt quarter South Welt 
(ihe fame 

i) Welt South Weft 

) North Weft quarter North 


=~ => 











; North Eaft quarter North 
de Welt 

Welt North Weft 

; North North Weft 

. |. Confidering the Cape of Horn 
»qpeaks , and I made to the Bay of 
» the Cape of Good Hope 


The total 2158 Leagues. 


32 
43 
20 
37 
45 
51 
iI 
11 
8 
28 
20 
20 


.| On thetwenty fixth of AZarch at two 
; in the afternoon, I fet Sail with a 
, good Wind ; in leaving the Bay near 
,, the Dutch Fort of the Cape of Good 


( Hope, I faw three Veflels who made: 








. (towards the Cape, but I could not di- 
tinguihh of what Nation they were, £ 


believe 
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believe them to have been Dutch, [bp 
caufe this number was: expected frcop ! 
the Ifle of Cetlan. After we had pog!! 
forty Leagues from thence, we. founp 
the Sea very. boifterous, which gave’ } 
much trouble, but we continued «gq 
our courfe to pafs the Line in the farm @ 
longitude we-did before. Our Voyaag tii 
muft needs be pleafant, for as’ I alreeg i 
dy noted, the King of Stam fent wi 
us Ambafladors into: France’, to fhagp iit 
the King how earneftlyhe defired Thy 
Friendfhip; his great Qualities and RY 
nown having reached his Ears, aug! 
been long fince known in the Jndziaq it 
He told.meein an Audience, that i 4 
would: give them no Inftructions ji 
point of Ceremony, thofeof Frarhp 6 
being very different from his Kim ii 
dom’s ; becaufe he was perfnaded tt} 

King would not require any thing @ 
them prejudicial to ‘his Honour; aid} 
that he would leave me to counfél the 
what they had to doe when they cari} 
to France, that he relied upon me ff@ |i 
this, being fure I would not impo hi 
upon them. We had then with us thrreg 
Ambaffadors j: the’ molt’ confiderathl ti 
Perfoos 
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A Voyage to Siam. 135 
Perfons in Stam. The firft is Brother 
to the late deceafed Barcalon, who was 
the King’s Chief Minifter, a Man of 
fetife, having been ever concerned with 
his Brother in all his.greateft Affairs ; 
this Perfon, accompanied with another, 
came and received me at the mouth of 


the:River of Siamy when l arrived, and 


has been ever with me, attending me 


wherever I went. The firft time f faw 


him he feemed to me an ingenious Per: 
fon , free from all affectation and re- 
fervednefs, which made me tell. Mon> 
fieur Confians that he would be a very 
fit: Man to be fent over Ambaflador to 
France. Thefecond is aged, and wants 
not wit, having been Ambaflador in 
China, “and acquitted himfelf to the 
King his Mafter’s Satisfaction. . The 
third is aged about twenty five or thir- 
ty years, his Father is Ambaffador in 
Portugal; thefe are: the beft :natured 
People in the Warld, very: eafie and 
obliging, good humoured, and their 
Friendfhip is not to bs regarded as un- 
profitable... They write down the {mal- 
Jeft-mattets: they fee) and: Iolike:that 
the better, feeing.they: will have Ob- 

ferva- 
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fervations enough in France, neither do} 
J doubt but they will give a true:Ac-} g 
count of them to their Mafter. I 

They fhould have had twelve AZzn--|/\t 


darins for their Retinue, but they havee fi 
but eight, four of them being left be--} ua 

























hind at Siam , becaufe they came nr 


foon ‘enough on board; they. broughtt} | 
with them twelve young Youths, « too} iti 
learn the Tongue, and Trades, but: partt 
of them are alfo left behind with the} 
Mandarins. The Abbat de Lionne wass}! 
entreated by this King to go to Pranceelil 
with his Ambafladors , becanfe he jones 
their Language. The King alfo told! 
Mr. Vacher, that he would be very gladi|\ 
that he would return with his Ambaf-: 
fadors, which he has alfo done; he! 
will be to them of great ufe, being an! 
active Perfon. We have alfo with us: 
Monfr. the Abbat de Choi fy, who went! {i 
to Siam to refide there in quality:off |! 
Ambaflador , in ‘cafe the King fhould! 
become a Chriftian; he is avery ho-: 
neft Gentleman , and wants no goon 
quality. He faid his firft Mafs on board 
us, and gave.us feyeral good Sermons ; 
Monfr. the Abbat duChailer. was of our 

coms 
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ijcompany, an able and honeft Preacher. 
Mr. Vaudricourt was the Captain of our 
joj Veffel; he is a Gentleman admira- 
ibly well qualified for his Place, taking 
tiejeare of every thing that concerned 
wihim, and gave us all content. 
0) . There have remained about twelve or 
yififteen French men at Siam, in the Ser- 
yiivice of that King, or Mr. Confians. 
i) 1 Continued my courfe till I came 
qinear, to the Ifle of St. Helen which is 
mainhabited by Englifh . fuch Ships as 
wyjcome from the Indies touch there, that 
(as to- fay when they go not to the 
\yjCape of \Good Hope; 1. was told at 


—s 
<= 





ijwas a very good and "fruitful Ifland,, 


wit lyes fix Degrees Latitude Southward, 
gt pafk on in fight of: the Ifle of A/- 
‘dcenfi ion Which is eight degrees South- 

qiward of the Line. This Ifle is notin- 

pajbabiced, moft Veflels make fome ftay 

yihere to take Tortoifes, there being 
ip {here great numbers of them, and they 
jiare no fimall refrefhment to Sea-faring 
IED 5 they live a month or fix weeks 
" {with out eating, they can onely be ta- 
‘ken a nights, for in theday time they 
{keep to the Sea, and at night come 
| to 
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to Land to lay theirEges, which they) 
hide inthe fand. To take them youd {, 
mult ly hid with a great ftick in you 
hand, and furprife them when they com: 
out of the water, and throw them on, 
their backs; and then they cannot ftir: 
a man may ftrike fourfcore or aii, 
hundred inanight. Here Veflels conn jy; 
on purpofe to take thefe animals anc j, 
{alt them, and then carry them to thij 9, 
Ifles in America, being bought bi 
the Inhabitants for their Slaves. Hai} 4, 
ving a good wind I tarried not lonjq,,, 
here, not being willing to lofe tinnd,, 
in pafling the: Equinoctial Line; fon), 
fometimes a man is forced to be lon , 
about it by reafon of calms and rain’ 
to bemet there : The twenty efghth@ 
April I paft the Line moft happily; tm 
heats no wife incommoding us; this ii 
the fourth time I»paft-ie without lea 
ving my Cloth Suit; all our men wer 
in health.excepting four or five, whe 
were fick of the Gripes, which Dit}. 
HH) il temper they brought from Siam ;. thiif ° 
i Diltemper is feldom cured in tha 

Countrey , and { loft about ten o: 

twelye men who.died of it. We ia | : 
u 
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: \ but few Fifh allalong, which is unufual, 
f for oné.commonly: meets with great 
m4 quantities : We took one about eight 
ii! foot long and four foot broad, he had 
ill a‘hole on the to pof his head, sthrough 
“ij which he breaths, and throws up wWa- 
ii) ter into the air like a fountain; he 
will} made.a great noife, and weighed about 
| three hundred weight, he is good to eat. 
wl On the twenty ninth we took two 
ii) more Fifh which weighed about an 
hundred and fifty a piece. We were 
‘i On the Northern Coafts, having a good 
‘ut wind , Iwas about: thirty two days 
i * coming from the Capeiof Good Hope 
0 to the Line. ves 
nil! oo On the. fixteenth of. May about 
ii midnight we paft the ‘Tropick accor- 
lif ding to the beft judgment our Pylots 
‘il - could make in taking the height. On 
si the feventeenthabout noon, this being 
id the fixth «time we paft the. Tropicks 
ii inethis Voyage; we lefe ‘by the benefit 
08 ‘of a good wind the: Torrid Zone. 

The firk of Fane we faw Land, when 
we thought we werea bove an hundred 
and fifty Leagues off it, this furprited 
us, becaufe there arofe great milts 
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140 A Foyage to Siam. 
we were obliged to draw near it, andi 
the Ifle of Flora, which is one ‘of the: 
Auresy and which lyes moft Weftward), 
and ftands high, there. falls fron its: 


Sea. We néeded fwift ftreamstoicar: 


ry us to the Welt, which we :gained| } i 
above an hundred and. fifty :Leagues' | 


Eaftward. The. fifth we faw <ai Veffell 
that: came near us, but it being night: 


we Knew not what fhe was, on> the: } 


feventh we faw another which advam. 
ced towards usyj Ifent: an Officer:.on 
board in my long Boat,) who brought 


me word it was an EnglifbpVeflel! that: | 
came: froni Virginia and:iwas bound to 


Lendon, the-was laden with Tobaccors 
and there being agreat wind, andwe 
out failing her,’ foon left: her behind 
us. We had variable weather till! the 
twelvth, but about fix of the clock at 
night, having a Weftern wind, the Sea 
grew fo boifterous, it blowing hard 
alfo that we were forced to let down 
ali our fail and caft Anchor being with- 
i an hundred Leagues diftant from 
Sreft. The weather being very cloudy 

and 



























a 
the weather clearing, we found ‘it wass| 


fit tr 
vat 


a 


log 
ii 
mountains great water courfes into the: }y: 























A Voyage to Siam. 
mjand fhowery; we kept off the Land 
tmlas much as poffible, for thefe blafts 
iif winds lafts fometimes eight days 
wwi|together, but about ten of the clock 
wijaf night on the thirteenth the wind 
ile] grew calm, and we again fet fail, and 
juton the eighteenth of Fune arrived j in 
djthe Road of Bre/f, at four in the af- 
“gil ternoon , where as foon as we had 
(leaft Anchor I made both our Ships 
wit fire their Guns to falute the Ambaf- 
in fea of Siam, which | brought along 
i with me. 





i Departure fron 2 the Cape of 
).< Good Hope for B: reft, on 
| the twenty fixth of March, 


1686. 
» | March. Leagues 
‘| Made to the North Weft. 30 
{| dhe fame. - 4 
_.{ Phe fame 19 
.|To the Weft North 12 
.|To the North North Weft tr 


.|To the North Weft 
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The fame 
To the North North Weft 
To-the North Weft 
The fame 
The fame 
North Weft quarter Welt 
To the North Weft 
The fame 
To the North Weft 2. Weft 
To the North Weft 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 
To the North Weft quarter Weft 
To the North Weft 
To the North Weft 
The fame 
To the North Weft 
The fame 
Lhe fame 
The fame 
‘The fame 


















A Voyace to Siam. 
Vag 


“To the North 3 North 27 
The fame 19 
To the North Weft 17 
i The fame , 29 
i The fame 24, 
i] The fame 18 
i] The fame 


30 
i] To the North Weft quarter Welt 27 
yiBetween the North Welt, and the 
| North Weft 4 North 37 
i) To the North Weft quarter North 29 
0) To the North North Weft 37 
| The fame 33 
; To the North North Weft 40 
))| To the North North Weft 35 
| To the North quarter North Weft 35 2 
4) To the North 36 
| To the North quarter North Weft 32 
| To the North 31 
(| To the North Eaft 22, 
| To the North Eaft quarter North 292 
«| Tothe North Eaft 26 
{| Tothe North 


1 
3 


To the North Weft 3s North a 
| The fame 14 
| The fame 27 
i The fame 5 
| To the North Eaft quarter North 


The 
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ne eee = — = 
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144 A Voyage to Siam 
The fame 

To the North Eaft 

The fame 

The fame 

The fame 


4c] 
3a) 
334 
244 


To the Eaft quarter North Eaft 22 3 
103) 


To the North 

The fame 

To the North Eaft quarter North 
The North North ‘Eaft 

To the North Eaft quarter Eaft 
The fame 

Fo the North Eaft quarter 

The fame 

To the South Eaft 4 Eaft 

To the Eaft 

To the Eaft 

The fame 

The fame 

The fame 

The fame 


The total about 4200 Leagues. 



































































































































